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The appearance of David R. Slavitt’s translation of Orlando Furioso (“Mad Orlando”), one of the great
literary achievements of the Italian Renaissance, is a publishing event. With this lively new verse translation,
Slavitt introduces readers to Ariosto’s now neglected masterpiece?a poem whose impact on Western
literature can scarcely be exaggerated. It was a major influence on Spenser’s Faerie Queene. William
Shakespeare borrowed one of its plots. Voltaire called it the equal of the Iliad, the Odyssey, and Don Quixote
combined. More recently, Italo Calvino drew inspiration from it. Borges was a fan. Now, through
translations of generous selections from this longest of all major European poems, Slavitt brings the poem to
life in ways previous translators have not.
At the heart of Ariosto’s romance are Orlando’s unrequited love for the pagan princess Angelica and his
jealous rage when she elopes. The action takes place against a besieged Paris, as Charlemagne and his
Christian paladins defend the city against the Saracen king. The poem, however, obeys no geography or rules
but its own, as the story moves by whim from Japan to the Hebrides to the moon; it includes such imaginary
creatures as the hippogriff and a sea monster called the orc.
Orlando Furioso is Dante’s medieval universe turned upside down and made comic. Characterized by satire,
parody, and irony, the poem celebrates a new humanistic Renaissance conception of man in an utterly
fantastical world. Slavitt’s translation captures the energy, comedy, and great fun of Ariosto’s Italian.
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From reader reviews:

John Harris:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Orlando Furioso: A New Verse
Translation. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Melvin Hayes:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Orlando Furioso: A New Verse Translation
book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Cheryl Cooley:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Orlando Furioso: A New Verse Translation your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get ahead of. The Orlando Furioso: A New Verse Translation giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your
better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Ann Conley:

This Orlando Furioso: A New Verse Translation is great book for you because the content which can be full
of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences included.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Orlando Furioso: A
New Verse Translation in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this book already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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