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In this rich and learned book. Fuhrmann presents a detailed biography of Rasputin well integrated with
discussions of the religious social, and political context of the times. Even if the subject were not lurid and
fascinating, this book would provide useful insight into Russian life at several levels--from Siberian
peasantry to the court in St. Petersburg. . . . Control of the sources and the literature and the author's
willingness to offer clear choices in judging some of the more controversial aspects of Rasputin's career help
make the work very useful. Among many contributions worth noting is Fuhrmann's clear exposition of
Rasputin's relationship with the official church, explained more thoroughly and sympathetically than in any
other account in English. In sum, the book offers sound scholarship on important matters and will make a
useful contribution to almost any collection on modern Russia.

Choice

Historian and Russian scholar Joseph Fuhrmann probes the life and times of Grigory Rasputin and offers the
most thoroughly researched biography yet of the holy man who hastened the collapse of an empire. In a fast
paced narrative, his book recounts Rasputin's journey from his peasant origins in Siberia to his powerful
position at the right hand of the tsar and tsarina, Nicholas and Alexandra. Fuhrmann taps heretofore unused
sources and puts to rest the many myths surrounding this notorious character. He documents the precise
degree of influence Rasputin exerted on the Russian government, as well as the conspiracy that took
Rasputin's life, the murder itself, the investigation, and the final unmasking of the culprits.

Rasputin; A Life portrays the complex character of a greedy libertine who gained unlimited power and yet
sincerely followed a religious vocation. In addition, Fuhrmann brings to life more than a dozen secondary
characters that were important in the life of Rasputin, among them Anna Vyrubova, weak and gullible, the
empress's best friend, boundlessly devoted to Rasputin and a contact between him and Alexandra, and
Pitirim, the homosexual metropolitan of Petrograd, who Rasputin had appointed to the leading bishop's post
in the Church. This book dramatizes the Russian empire in an age of crisis, war, and revolution. Students and
scholars will find insight in this detailed and scholarly account of turbulent times. The general reader will
find an unforgettable journey through turn of the century Russia.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Rasputin: A Life book is readable through you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Rasputin: A Life content
conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Rasputin: A Life is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Colleen Key:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Rasputin: A Life as your daily resource information.

Larry Brackett:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Rasputin: A Life that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick
Rasputin: A Life become your current starter.

Alice Ybarra:

Beside that Rasputin: A Life in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Rasputin: A Life
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
that? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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