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When we stop at the pharmacy to pick up our Prozac, are we simply buying a drug? Or are we buying into a
disease as well? The first complete account of the phenomenon of antidepressants, this authoritative, highly
readable book relates how depression, a disease only recently deemed too rare to merit study, has become
one of the most common disorders of our day--and a booming business to boot.

The Antidepressant Era chronicles the history of psychopharmacology from its inception with the discovery
of chlorpromazine in 1951 to current battles over whether these powerful chemical compounds should
replace psychotherapy. An expert in both the history and the science of neurochemistry and
psychopharmacology, David Healy offers a close-up perspective on early research and clinical trials, the
stumbling and successes that have made Prozac and Zoloft household names. The complex story he tells,
against a backdrop of changing ideas about medicine, details the origins of the pharmaceutical industry, the
pressures for regulation of drug companies, and the emergence of the idea of a depressive disease. This
historical and neurochemical analysis leads to a clear look at what antidepressants reveal about both the
workings of the brain and the sociology of drug marketing.

Most arresting is Healy's insight into the marketing of antidepressants and the medicalization of the neuroses.
Demonstrating that pharmaceutical companies are as much in the business of selling psychiatric diagnoses as
of selling psychotropic drugs, he raises disturbing questions about how much of medical science is governed
by financial interest.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Morales:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Antidepressant Era.

Ruth Mullins:

This The Antidepressant Era book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That The Antidepressant
Era without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
be worry The Antidepressant Era can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow
to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Antidepressant Era
having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Rachel Morris:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Antidepressant Era is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Robert Denney:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Antidepressant Era why because the amazing cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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