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As a color, black comes in no other shades: it is a single hue with no variation, one half of a dichotomy. But
what it symbolizes envelops the entire spectrum of meaning—good and bad. The Story of Black travels back
to the biblical and classical eras to explore the ambiguous relationship the world’s cultures have had with this
sometimes accursed color, examining how black has been used as a tool and a metaphor in a plethora of
startling ways.
 
John Harvey delves into the color’s problematic association with race, observing how white Europeans
exploited the negative associations people had with the color to enslave millions of black Africans. He then
looks at the many figurative meanings of black—for instance, the Greek word melancholia, or black bile,
which defines our dark moods, and the ancient Egyptians’ use of black as the color of death, which led to it
becoming the standard hue for funereal garb and the clothing of priests, churches, and cults. Considering the
innate austerity and gravity of black, Harvey reveals how it also became the color of choice for the robes of
merchants, lawyers, and monarchs before gaining popularity with eighteenth- and nineteenth-century dandies
and with Goths and other subcultures today. Finally, he looks at how artists and designers have applied the
color to their work, from the earliest cave paintings to Caravaggio, Rembrandt, and Rothko.
 
Asking how a single color can at once embody death, evil, and glamour, The Story of Black unearths the
secret behind black’s continuing power to compel and divide us.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Johnson:

The book The Story of Black make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make reading a book The Story of Black being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Story of Black. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Traci Daniels:

The book The Story of Black can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The Story of Black? A few of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Story of Black has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide
open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

William McCown:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is The Story of Black this publication consist a lot of the information on
the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

John Rivera:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Story of Black.
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