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The end of the eighteenth century saw the start of a new craze in Europe: tiny portraits of single eyes that
were exchanged by lovers or family members. Worn as brooches or pendants, these minuscule eyes served
the same emotional need as more conventional mementoes, such as lockets containing a coil of a loved one’s
hair. The fashion lasted only a few decades, and by the early 1800s eye miniatures had faded into oblivion.
Unearthing these portraits in Treasuring the Gaze, Hanneke Grootenboer proposes that the rage for eye
miniatures—and their abrupt disappearance—reveals a knot in the unfolding of the history of vision.
 
Drawing on Alois Riegl, Jean-Luc Nancy, Marcia Pointon, Melanie Klein, and others, Grootenboer unravels
this knot, discovering previously unseen patterns of looking and strategies for showing. She shows that eye
miniatures portray the subject’s gaze rather than his or her eye, making the recipient of the keepsake an
exclusive beholder who is perpetually watched. These treasured portraits always return the looks they receive
and, as such, they create a reciprocal mode of viewing that Grootenboer calls intimate vision. Recounting
stories about eye miniatures—including the role one played in the scandalous affair of Mrs. Fitzherbert and
the Prince of Wales, a portrait of the mesmerizing eye of Lord Byron, and the loss and longing incorporated
in crying eye miniatures—Grootenboer shows that intimate vision brings the gaze of another deep into the
heart of private experience.
 
With a host of fascinating imagery from this eccentric and mostly forgotten yet deeply private keepsake,
Treasuring the Gaze provides new insights into the art of miniature painting and the genre of portraiture.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book Treasuring the Gaze: Intimate Vision in Late
Eighteenth-Century Eye Miniatures. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Sandra Spier:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Treasuring the Gaze: Intimate Vision in Late Eighteenth-Century
Eye Miniatures book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want
to offer to you. The writer regarding Treasuring the Gaze: Intimate Vision in Late Eighteenth-Century Eye
Miniatures content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Treasuring
the Gaze: Intimate Vision in Late Eighteenth-Century Eye Miniatures is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Elaine West:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Treasuring the Gaze: Intimate Vision in
Late Eighteenth-Century Eye Miniatures was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Treasuring the Gaze: Intimate Vision in Late Eighteenth-Century Eye Miniatures has many kinds
or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Florence Ross:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Treasuring the Gaze: Intimate Vision in Late Eighteenth-Century
Eye Miniatures can make you feel more interested to read.
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