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The unclassifiable music of Don Van Vliet?alias Captain Beefheart?and his departure from performing in the
80s have mystified fans and followers for years, and kept the rumor mills busy. Mike Barnes' Captain
Beefheart: The Biography puts those rumors to rest as it tells the strange but true tale of a musical genius and
his otherworldly odyssey from the California desert to stages and studios across the world.

Captain Beefheart and his Magic Band arrived in the public consciousness in 1969 with the two-album set
Trout Mask Replica, eventually praised by Rolling Stone as one of the best records of all time. Distilling a
new audio experience from blues, psychedelic rock, and free jazz, the Captain and his band went on to
confound journalists, intrigue reviewers, and amaze listeners with a decade and a half of albums and
performances. Yet after recording his final album Ice Cream for Crow in 1982, Beefheart left music to begin
a successful career as an internationally exhibited painter. His reluctance to give interviews has only
enhanced the Captain Beefheart mystique.

For his thoroughly researched biography of Beefheart, journalist Mike Barnes interviewed friends, acolytes,
and members of the Magic Band to get the full story of Beefheart's collaborations and conflicts with kindred
spirit Frank Zappa, his 're-education' of the members of the Magic Band, and the legal battles that kept the
album Bat Chain Puller from ever being released. Barnes' biography illuminates the enigmatic artist, and
brings the reader to an understanding of his creative drive.

Previously published only in the U. K., the U. S. edition of Captain Beefheart: The Biography contains new
material and new photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Captain Beefheart: The Biography. Try to face the book Captain
Beefheart: The Biography as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Alberto Redden:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Captain Beefheart: The Biography will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Joseph Vest:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Captain Beefheart: The Biography your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
ahead of. The Captain Beefheart: The Biography giving you another experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Rocky Melvin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Captain Beefheart: The Biography.
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