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Charged with the ever-present potential for danger and occasionally punctuated by terrible moments of
disaster, the history of space exploration has been keenly dramatic. The recent disaster of the Space Shuttle
Columbia was a sad but certain reminder that space travel is an extraordinarily dangerous occupation. Oddly
enough, it often takes a tragic accident to remind us that we still have a presence in space.

In the decades between triumph and tragedy we tend to ignore the fact that there have been scores of space
pioneers who have risked their lives to explore our solar system. Indeed, the International Space Station is
sometimes referred to as â€œAlpha,â€ a moniker that implies that it is our first real permanent presence in
space. But this notion is frowned upon by the Russians â€" and for good reason. Prior to the construction of
the controversial International Space Station, a host of daring Russian cosmonauts, and a smaller number of
intrepid American astronauts, were living in space for months, some of them for over a year.

In this definitive account of manâ€™s quest to become citizens of the cosmos, noted space historian Robert
Zimmerman reveals the great global gamesmanship between Russian and American political leaders that
drove us to the stars. Beaten to the Moon by their Cold War enemies, the Russians were intent on being first
to the planets. They believed that manned space stations held the greatest promise for reaching other worlds
and worked feverishly to build a viable space station program â€" one that would dwarf American efforts
and allow the Russians to claim the vast territories of space as their own.

Although unthinkable at the time, the ponderously bureaucratic Soviet Union actually managed to overtake
the United States in the space station race. Leveraging their propaganda machine and tyrannical politics to
launch a series of daring, dangerous, and scientifically brilliant space exploits, their efforts not only put them
far ahead of NASA, they also helped to reshape their own society, transforming it from dictatorship to
democracy. At the same time, the American space program at NASA was also evolving, but not necessarily
for the better. In fact, the two programs were slowly but inexorably trading places.

Drawing on his vast store of knowledge about space travel, as well as hundreds of interviews with
cosmonauts, astronauts, and scientists, Zimmerman has superbly captured the excitement and suspense of
our recent space-traveling past. For space and history enthusiasts alike, Leaving Earth describes a rich
heritage of adventure, exploration, research, and discovery.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Nixon:

The experience that you get from Leaving Earth: Space Stations, Rival Superpowers, and the Quest for
Interplanetary Travel is the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you
get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Leaving Earth: Space
Stations, Rival Superpowers, and the Quest for Interplanetary Travel giving you joy feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So
it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this Leaving Earth: Space Stations, Rival Superpowers, and the Quest for Interplanetary
Travel instantly.

Karyn Turner:

The e-book untitled Leaving Earth: Space Stations, Rival Superpowers, and the Quest for Interplanetary
Travel is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Leaving Earth: Space Stations, Rival
Superpowers, and the Quest for Interplanetary Travel from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Geneva Orta:

The reason why? Because this Leaving Earth: Space Stations, Rival Superpowers, and the Quest for
Interplanetary Travel is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea
but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Joe Garner:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Leaving Earth: Space Stations,
Rival Superpowers, and the Quest for Interplanetary Travel can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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