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'This book is a record of the British upper classes - and a few others - at their best (sometimes their worst),
displaying a sort of unhinged blitheness of manner that leads them to say and do strangely unexpected things.
It is a quality of innocent insolence, or maybe guileless arrogance, which belongs only to the very rich, the
very privileged and the very idle.' Consider Lord Hartington, son and heir of the seventh Duke of
Devonshire, who contrived to shoot dead a pheasant flying low through a gate and the retriever that was
pursuing it, while also peppering (a) the retriever's owner, and (b) the chef from Chatsworth House. When
asked if he regretted taking this risky shot, Hartington replied, 'Well of course. If I had killed Chef we'd have
had no dinner'. Or the first Earl of Durham who, in the early nineteenth century, remarked that 'GBP40,000 a
year is a moderate income - such as one man might jog along with.' He was not speaking from experience,
his own annual income being a healthy GBP80,000 a year at the time - or between GBP6 million and GBP8
million in today's money.Or the third Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, to whom it was tentatively
suggested by his advisers that perhaps employing six chefs was excessive, and one, the pastry cook, might
possibly be dispensed with, as an economy. The Duke gazed bleakly at his straitened future. 'Can't a chap
have a biscuit?' he complained. Patrick Scrivenor has combed the annals of the British aristocracy to provide
an illuminating - and wildly funny - portrait of people who, though often talented in their own fields,
courteous and well-meaning, generous and even liberal-minded, none the less display a certain
disconnectedness from the realities that tend to afflict the less elevated echelons of society. The result is clear
evidence that what many call 'eccentricity', the more rational would probably describe as 'plain bonkers'.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Nebeker:

This book untitled Mad Toffs: The British Upper Classes at Their Best and Worst to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Sarah Jackson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book Mad Toffs: The British Upper Classes at Their Best and Worst it is very
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high
quality.

Rachel Chaney:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Mad Toffs: The British Upper
Classes at Their Best and Worst, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

James Sanchez:

The book untitled Mad Toffs: The British Upper Classes at Their Best and Worst contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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