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For students with little or no background in the subject, the pursuit of philosophical knowledge can be a
difficult and confusing enterprise. In order to formulate their own personal worldviews, students need to
know how and where to begin, what choices they have, and why anyone would adopt one basic belief over
another.
Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the Major Questions, Third Edition, outlines the
principal positions that philosophers have articulated through the ages, helping students to understand what
philosophers do and how they do it. Comprehensive and lucidly written, it features sixty-four brief essays--
arranged in sets of two or three--on thirty-one important questions. The essays are arguments that author Phil
Washburn has either created or recreated, rather than excerpts from the work of philosophers. With
affirmative and negative responses, each set answers one of the standard philosophical questions, such as
"Does God exist?" or "Is morality relative?" Each essay takes a definite stand and promotes it vigorously,
creating a sharp contrast between the two positions and giving each abstract theory a more personal and
believable "voice." While the essays often employ traditional arguments of great philosophers, they present
the ideas in contemporary language with vivid examples. The accessible style and conflicting answers
encourage students to examine the different positions and to think carefully about which essay makes the
stronger case. In contrast with other textbooks, which often present a series of excerpts and theories without
attempting to coordinate them into a larger picture, Philosophical Dilemmas teaches students about the
process of thinking philosophically and encourages them to construct their own coherent worldviews. This
third edition features two new sections (four new essays) on the meaning of life and on personal identity,
expanded and updated annotated bibliographies, and an appendix, "How to Write an Essay."
Philosophical Dilemmas, Third Edition, offers numerous pedagogical features including an introduction to
each issue, a list of historical parallels, key terms, chapter summaries, a glossary, and critical study questions
following each essay. Brief sections throughout the book describe numerous critical thinking techniques
demonstrated by the essays. An annotated bibliography of historical examples for each issue and useful lists
of contemporary sources further enhance the text's utility. An Instructor's Manual, including chapter
summaries, writing assignments, and test questions, is available on CD.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Brock:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the
Major Questions. Try to the actual book Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the Major
Questions as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Stanley Roman:

The knowledge that you get from Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the Major
Questions will be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro
and Con Introduction to the Major Questions giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of
this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it
is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this specific Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the Major Questions
instantly.

Brandon Macdonald:

This Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the Major Questions is new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the Major Questions can be the light food in your
case because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Dallas Richardson:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there



but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the
Major Questions can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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