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The Ikhwan al-Safa' (Brethren of Purity), the anonymous adepts of a tenth-century esoteric fraternity based
in Basra and Baghdad, hold an eminent position in the history of science and philosophy in Islam due to the
wide reception and assimilation of their monumental encyclopaedia, the Rasa 'il Ikhwan al-Safa' (Epistles of
the Brethren of Purity). This compendium contains fifty-two epistles offering synoptic accounts of the
classical sciences and philosophies of the age; divided into four classificatory parts, it treats themes in
mathematics, logic, natural philosophy, psychology, metaphysics, and theology, in addition to didactic
fables. Epistles 39 and 40 return to the Aristotelian philosophy of certain earlier Epistles. Yet the topics taken
up here are considered by the Ikhwan in light of theological issues, affording an occasion to refute
eternalism. Epistle 39 explains movement and rest, the kinds of physical movement, and the species of
moved beings, before introducing the divine Mover and the idea that when He ceases to move the world, it
will end. The highly composite Epistle 40 addresses themes beyond the various types of causes and effects,
including 'divine gifts', God's origination and organization of the world, emanation, and the frequently
invoked analogy of numbers. Drawing heavily on al-Kindi's risala of the same name, the main section of
Epistle 41: 'On the Definitions and Descriptions' conforms to the title, defining variously categorized
phenomena; then follows a diverse range of chapters detailing colours, numbers, ratios, and geometry. The
detailed survey of the world presented in these three Epistles concludes the penultimate section of the
encyclopaedia, on soul and intellect.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Horton:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Sciences of the Soul and Intellect: Part
III: An Arabic and English Translation of Epistles 39-41 (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) will make you to
end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

John Dussault:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Sciences of the Soul and
Intellect: Part III: An Arabic and English Translation of Epistles 39-41 (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity)
book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Carlos Thornton:

This Sciences of the Soul and Intellect: Part III: An Arabic and English Translation of Epistles 39-41
(Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Sciences of the Soul and Intellect: Part III: An Arabic and English
Translation of Epistles 39-41 (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) can be on the list of great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that
possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Sciences of the Soul and
Intellect: Part III: An Arabic and English Translation of Epistles 39-41 (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Rubin Bourne:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by



book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Sciences of the
Soul and Intellect: Part III: An Arabic and English Translation of Epistles 39-41 (Epistles of the Brethren of
Purity).
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