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Winner of the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation’s James Webb Award for distinguished fiction

In this riveting first novel, author T. L. Gould draws on his experiences in a military hospital with severely
wounded Marines recovering from the Vietnam War. He has created a plain-truth, no-holds-barred narrative,
stark in its simplicity, detail, and humor. From dressing changes and morphine drips to off-site forays under
a fence and into neighborhood bars and brothels, Gould chronicles the precipitous journey to recovery of the
men of Ward 2B: how they learned to walk again, to love again, and to triumph over crippling injuries.
 
How Can You Mend This Purple Heart is not a story about combat in the jungles of Vietnam. It is a story
about boys who returned from combat as men—men who left the better part of their youth, a bit of their
souls, and a lot of their flesh in a battlefield on the other side of the world. It’s a story about their longing to
recapture the spirit of boyhood and rekindle the optimism and fearlessness of youth. And it’s about their
struggle to be whole again—or at the very least, to feel whole. It chronicles a journey of love, redemption,
sorrow, and joy; a journey of pain and anger . . . and a journey of hope. But most of all, a journey of the
human spirit and its triumph over the most impossible odds.
 
How Can You Mend This Purple Heart is a tribute to all the combat-wounded veterans of past and present
conflicts. May they find the strength to continue their lives’ missions and know that the entire nation is
grateful for their sacrifices.
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From reader reviews:

Glen Hoffman:

The feeling that you get from How Can You Mend This Purple Heart: A Novel may be the more deep you
looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but How Can You Mend This Purple Heart: A Novel giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
through anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this How Can You Mend This Purple
Heart: A Novel instantly.

Victor Brown:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this
How Can You Mend This Purple Heart: A Novel.

Gregory Rivera:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
How Can You Mend This Purple Heart: A Novel.

Joann Nixon:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This How Can You Mend This Purple Heart: A
Novel can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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