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Every morning Chicagoans wake up to the same stark headlines that read like some macabre score: “13 shot,
4 dead overnight across the city,” and nearly every morning the same elision occurs: what of the nine other
victims? As with war, much of our focus on inner-city violence is on the death toll, but the reality is that far
more victims live to see another day and must cope with their injuries—both physical and
psychological—for the rest of their lives. Renegade Dreams is their story. Walking the streets of one of
Chicago’s most violent neighborhoods—where the local gang has been active for more than fifty
years—Laurence Ralph talks with people whose lives are irrecoverably damaged, seeking to understand how
they cope and how they can be better helped.
           
Going deep into a West Side neighborhood most Chicagoans only know from news reports—a place where
children have been shot just for crossing the wrong street—Ralph unearths the fragile humanity that fights to
stay alive there, to thrive, against all odds. He talks to mothers, grandmothers, and pastors, to activists and
gang leaders, to the maimed and the hopeful, to aspiring rappers, athletes, or those who simply want safe
passage to school or a steady job. Gangland Chicago, he shows, is as complicated as ever. It’s not just a
warzone but a community, a place where people’s dreams are projected against the backdrop of
unemployment, dilapidated housing, incarceration, addiction, and disease, the many hallmarks of urban
poverty that harden like so many scars in their lives. Recounting their stories, he wrestles with what it means
to be an outsider in a place like this, whether or not his attempt to understand, to help, might not in fact
inflict its own damage. Ultimately he shows that the many injuries these people carry—like dreams—are a
crucial form of resilience, and that we should all think about the ghetto differently, not as an abandoned
island of unmitigated violence and its helpless victims but as a neighborhood, full of homes, as a part of the
larger society in which we all live, together, among one another.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Kim:

The book untitled Renegade Dreams: Living through Injury in Gangland Chicago contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all
the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The
author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

James Barclay:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Renegade Dreams: Living through Injury
in Gangland Chicago can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Pedro Murray:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This Renegade Dreams: Living through Injury in Gangland Chicago can
give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Renegade Dreams: Living through Injury in
Gangland Chicago.

Otis Key:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Renegade Dreams: Living
through Injury in Gangland Chicago.
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