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William C. Hackett’s English translation of Jean Wahl’s Existence humaine et transcendence (1944) brings
back to life an all-but-forgotten book that provocatively explores the philosophical concept of transcendence.
Based on what Emmanuel Levinas called “Wahl’s famous lecture” from 1937, Existence humaine et
transcendence captured a watershed moment of European philosophy. Included in the book are Wahl's
remarkable original lecture, the debate that ensued, with significant contributions by Gabriel Marcel and
Nicolai Berdyaev, as well as letters submitted on the occasion by Heidegger, Levinas, Jaspers, and other
famous figures from that era. Concerned above all with the ineradicable felt value of human experience by
which any philosophical thesis is measured, Wahl makes a daring clarification of the concept of
transcendence and explores its repercussions through a masterly appeal to many (often surprising) places
within the entire history of Western thought. Apart from its intrinsic philosophical significance as a
discussion of the concepts of being, the absolute, and transcendence, Wahl's work is valuable insofar as it
became a focal point for a great many other European intellectuals. Hackett has provided an annotated
introduction to orient readers to this influential work of twentieth-century French philosophy and to one of
its key figures.

"Augmented by William C. Hackett's comprehensive introduction to Jean Wahl and his summary of Wahl's
seminal Human Existence and Transcendence, we now have Wahl's most important writings in English. The
book presents the well-known ideas of transascendence and transdescendence and, in so doing, highlights the
relevance of Wahl's 'philosophy of transcendence' today. Remarkable for its anticipations of later French
thought, Wahl's work provides a key to much of what remains hidden in the tradition of twentieth-century
French thought." —Leonard Richard Lawlor, Edwin Erle Sparks Professor of Philosophy, Penn State
University
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From reader reviews:

Lula Barnes:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Human Existence and Transcendence
(Thresholds in Philosophy and Theology) book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Cindy Moats:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Human Existence and Transcendence (Thresholds in Philosophy and
Theology) can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jeffrey Primo:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Human Existence and Transcendence
(Thresholds in Philosophy and Theology), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jacob Hill:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Human Existence and Transcendence (Thresholds in Philosophy and Theology) will give you new
experience in reading a book.
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