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The heroics of black Union soldiers in the Civil War have been justly celebrated, but their postwar lives
largely neglected. Donald Shaffer's illuminating study shines a bright light on this previously obscure part of
African American history, revealing for the first time black veterans' valiant but often frustrating efforts to
secure true autonomy and equality as civilians.

After the Glory shows how black veterans' experiences as soldiers provided them for the first time with a
sense of manliness that shaped not only their own lives but also their contributions to the African American
community. Shaffer makes clear, however, that their postwar pursuit of citizenship and a dignified manhood
was never very easy for black veterans, their triumphs frequently neither complete nor lasting

Shaffer chronicles the postwar transition of black veterans from the Union army, as well as their subsequent
life patterns, political involvement, family and marital life, experiences with social welfare, comradeship
with other veterans, and memories of the war itself. He draws on such sources as Civil War pension records
to fashion a collective biography-a social history of both ordinary and notable lives-resurrecting the words
and memories of many black veterans to provide an intimate view of their lives and struggles.

Like other African Americans from many walks of life, black veterans fought fiercely against
disenfranchisement and Jim Crow and were better equipped to do so than most other African Americans.
They carried a sense of pride instilled by their military service that made them better prepared to confront
racism and discrimination and more respected in their own communities. As Shaffer reveals, they also had
nearly equal access to military pensions, financial resources available to few other blacks, and even found
acceptance among white Union veterans in the Grand Army of the Republic fraternity.

After the Glory is not merely another tale of black struggles in a racist America; it is the story of how a select
group of African Americans led a quest for manhood—and often found it within themselves when no one
else would give it to them.
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From reader reviews:

Aurelio Ashley:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled After
the Glory: The Struggles of Black Civil War Veterans your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The After the Glory: The Struggles of Black Civil War Veterans giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better
life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Julie Kappel:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving After the Glory: The Struggles
of Black Civil War Veterans that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they
react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you may pick After the Glory: The Struggles of Black Civil War Veterans become your current starter.

Margaret Honig:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this After the Glory: The Struggles of
Black Civil War Veterans publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty After the Glory:
The Struggles of Black Civil War Veterans as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content.
This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Theresa Collins:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book After the Glory: The Struggles of Black
Civil War Veterans to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a



book and read it. Beside that the reserve After the Glory: The Struggles of Black Civil War Veterans can to
be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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