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Once considered as little more than the froth in the wake of the First World War, a witty boy-hedonist who,
in the giddy Twenties, tweaked the noses of moribund establishmentarians, Poulenc has in fact proved
unexpectedly durable--more so than any of his colleagues among Les Six, including those who developed
more grandiose ambitions. Here is a survey of Poulenc's music, based on careful selection of his works, and
written by an authoritative guide. After placing Poulenc in the context of French life and society after the
First World War and considering him in relation to his masters and mentors, especially Satie and Chabrier,
Mellers turns to Poulenc's Diaghilev ballet, Les Biches, to important sequels to it, such as Concert champêtre
and Aubade, and to works of transition, such as the Concerto for two pianos and orchestra. The next section
discusses the "social" music of Poulenc's middle years--especially the music for piano (for Poulenc a
domestic instrument), written during the Thirties, and the centrality of song in his work; some account is
offered of his relationship with his main poets, Guillaume Apollinaire, Paul Eluard, and Louise de Vilmorin.
Mellers next considers the impact on Poulenc of the Second World War, especially as manifest in the great
choral work Quatre Motets de Pénitence and the Organ Concerto. Adopting a broadly chronological
approach, Mellers traces Poulenc's development as a composer from enfant terrible to a mature composer
both for secular society and for the liturgy of the Catholic Church; in so doing he points to the reasons for the
durability and pertinacity of his appeal. Mellers further assesses Poulenc's place in the French tradition, and,
in a Postlude, pays tribute to the warm regard with which Poulenc was held by so many of his fellow
musicians.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of
Composers) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Darlene Johnson:

This Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of Composers) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of Composers) without we recognize teach the
one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Francis
Poulenc (Oxford Studies of Composers) can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Francis
Poulenc (Oxford Studies of Composers) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Rose Hilton:

The actual book Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of Composers) will bring that you the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of Composers) is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Mildred Vang:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of Composers).
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