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"The crystal-clear poems not only re-create for us the artifacts and gravesites of the red men that have
fascinated this poet for three decades and more; they mull over the abiding mystery, for all who have the
imagination to seek it out, of the prehistoric Americans.  Ted Hirschfield is a wonderer--and a wonder, too."-
-Louis D. Rubin, Jr.
"To read these wonderful poems is to accompany a wise poet on a fascinating archaeological excavation that
uncovers our nation's unacknowledged and unremembered past.  Middle Mississippians counterpoints
moving and dramatic treatments of prehistoric Amerindians, native Americans like Tuscaloosa, invading
Europeans like de Soto, and present-day  Americans who are their descendants."--Robert Hamblin

Ted Hirschfield, amateur archaeologist and historian of the culture of the Mound People of the Midwest,
opens up a new world for us, a world that is almost gone. His poems tell the story of the once-mighty, now
eroded or leveled earthworks of the Indians of this region.  It is a melancholy tale of the insensitivity and
greed of the white man, from de Soto to modern real estate developers.
 "Temple Mound, Memphis, Tennessee" begins:
When de Soto rode his horses to the top
Of the mounds at Chucalissa on the bluffs,
Looking westward in long Spanish miles,
The endless miasmal swamps beneath him,
He did not know that his horse's hooves
Had already killed the power in that place.

 "Temple Mound, Cape Girardeau, Missouri" ends:
A few million basketloads of earth
Carried here for a hundred years,
Divided up by the foot and dollar
And bulldozed down by a Caterpillar?
Without a signal marker or a sign
And fences are not cost-effective.
To leave it standing as a local park
Would mean the cost of maintenance,
The cost of leaving anything alone.

 But Middle Mississippians is more than a precise recital of depredation.  Through his passion for unearthing,
examining, describing, and actually holding the artifacts of these ancient people, Hirschfield makes them
leap to life for us. 
 In poem after poem, he pays tribute to the builders of these mounds, which he has studied, climbed, and
combed for years, and gives us treasures that were once the common objects of work and play and worship
for these vanished people.
Theodore (Ted) Hirschfield, who retired in 1995 from the English Department at Southeast Missouri State
University, is the author of two previous books of poetry, Human Weather and German Requiem.  He lives



with his wife in Lehigh Acres, Florida.
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From reader reviews:

David Hoag:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Middle Mississippians: Encounters with the Prehistoric
Amerindians (Contemporary Poetry Series) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Kim Salgado:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition associated with. Even you love Middle Mississippians: Encounters with the Prehistoric
Amerindians (Contemporary Poetry Series), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

William McNeill:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be study. Middle Mississippians: Encounters with the Prehistoric Amerindians
(Contemporary Poetry Series) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short
time problems.

Francis Corder:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through
the book Middle Mississippians: Encounters with the Prehistoric Amerindians (Contemporary Poetry Series)
we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a
book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by
this book Middle Mississippians: Encounters with the Prehistoric Amerindians (Contemporary Poetry



Series). You can more appealing than now.
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