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Hans Urs von Balthasar's vast corpus of theological, philosophical, literary, and pastoral writings remains
one of the most impressive achievements in 20th century thought. In light of liberation theology and now the
papacy of Francis, however, a theological affirmation of the option for the poor remains dangerously weak in
Balthasar's corpus. Von Balthasar and the Option for the Poor offers a sympathetic reforming of Balthasar's
account of the drama of salvation?what he calls "theodramatics"? in response to this weakness.

Balthasar argues that his theodramatics intends to do justice to human existence as personal, social, and
political, but his regular inattention to God's concern for and solidarity with the oppressed undercuts his own
intentions. Von Balthasar and the Option for the Poor strongly affirms Balthasar's most fundamental
theological commitments, but then reimagines his theodramatics in light of a strong recognition of the option
for the poor within divine revelation and oppression as a force within the drama of salvation.

The first half of the book offers a clear account of Balthasar's most fundamental philosophical and
theological commitments as a foundation for developing a liberating theodramatics. The second half offers a
creative reworking of Balthasar's Christology, anthropology, and ecclesiology in light of the work of
Gustavo Gutiérrez, Oscar Romero, and Jon Sobrino as well as seldom engaged texts in Balthasar's corpus. In
so doing, Von Balthasar and the Option for the Poor provides a rich and unmatched dialogical engagement
between Balthasar and Latin American liberation theology?an engagement that brings greater consistency to
Balthasar's thought, increased attentiveness to the shape of divine revelation, and greater responsiveness to
the challenges facing the Church in the modern age. As a liberating theodramatics, Balthasar's theological
vision is opened to and reformed by a robust affirmation of God's merciful partiality towards the poor and
oppressed, the option for the poor as an essential dimension of the Christian life, and the recognition that
oppressive structures are theodramatic realities that oppose God's gift of life.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Von
Balthasar as the Option for the Poor: Theodramatics in the Light of Liberation Theology.

Mariano Smith:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Von Balthasar as the Option for the Poor: Theodramatics in the Light of Liberation Theology.

Bryan Jones:

This Von Balthasar as the Option for the Poor: Theodramatics in the Light of Liberation Theology is great
guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great
coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having Von Balthasar as the Option for the Poor: Theodramatics in the
Light of Liberation Theology in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Donna Muniz:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Von Balthasar as the Option for
the Poor: Theodramatics in the Light of Liberation Theology is simple to bring you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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