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In 1656, a Maryland planter tortured and killed an enslaved man named Antonio, an Angolan who refused to
work in the fields. Three hundred years later, Simon P. Owens battled soul-deadening technologies as well as
the fiction of race that divided him from his co-workers in a Detroit auto-assembly plant. Separated by time
and space, Antonio and Owens nevertheless shared a distinct kind of political vulnerability; they lacked
rights and opportunities in societies that accorded marked privileges to people labeled white.
An American creation myth posits that these two black men were the victims of racial discrimination, a
primal prejudice that the United States has haltingly but gradually repudiated over the course of many
generations. In "A Dreadful Deceit," award-winning historian Jacqueline Jones traces the lives of Antonio,
Owens, and four other African Americans to illustrate the strange history of race in America. In truth, Jones
shows, race does not exist, and the very factors that we think of as determining it a person s heritage or skin
colorare mere pretexts for the brutalization of powerless people by the powerful. Jones shows that for
decades, southern planters did not even bother to justify slavery by invoking the concept of race; only in the
late eighteenth century did whites begin to rationalize the exploitation and marginalization of blacks through
notions of racial difference. Indeed, race amounted to a political strategy calculated to defend overt forms of
discrimination, as revealed in the stories of Boston King, a fugitive in Revolutionary South Carolina;
Elleanor Eldridge, a savvy but ill-starred businesswoman in antebellum Providence, Rhode Island; Richard
W. White, a Union veteran and Republican politician in post-Civil War Savannah; and William Holtzclaw,
founder of an industrial school for blacks in Mississippi, where many whites opposed black schooling of any
kind. These stories expose the fluid, contingent, and contradictory idea of race, and the disastrous effects it
has had, both in the past and in our own supposedly post-racial society.
Expansive, visionary, and provocative, "A Dreadful Deceit" explodes the pernicious fiction that has shaped
four centuries of American history.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication A Dreadful Deceit: The Myth of Race from the
Colonial Era to Obama’s America will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with
you?

Kevin Hardy:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a publication. The book A Dreadful Deceit: The Myth of Race from the Colonial Era to Obama’s
America it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
provides high quality.

Ricky Bodkin:

A Dreadful Deceit: The Myth of Race from the Colonial Era to Obama’s America can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing A Dreadful Deceit: The Myth of Race from the Colonial Era to Obama’s America
however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage
of crucial imagining.

Rodney Natale:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely A Dreadful Deceit: The Myth of Race from the Colonial Era to
Obama’s America. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning



into precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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