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Many agree that the foreign aid system - which today involves virtually every nation on earth - needs drastic
change. But there is much conflict as to what should be done. In Aid on the Edge of Chaos, Ben Ramalingam
argues that what is most needed is the creative and innovative transformation of how aid works.

Foreign aid today is dominated by linear, mechanistic ideas that emerged from early twentieth century
industry, and are ill-suited to the world we face today.

The problems and systems aid agencies deal with on a daily basis have more in common with ecosystems
than machines: they are interconnected, diverse, and dynamic; they cannot be just simply re-engineered or
fixed.

Outside of aid, social scientists, economists, business leaders, and policy makers have started applying
innovative and scientific approaches to such problems, informed by ideas from the 'new science' of complex
adaptive systems. Inspired by these efforts, aid practitioners and researchers have started experimenting with
such approaches in their own work.

This book showcases the experiences, insights, and often remarkable results of innovative thinkers and
practitioners who are working to bring these approaches into the mainstream of aid. From transforming child
malnutrition to rethinking economic growth, from building peace to reversing desertification, from rural
Vietnam to urban Kenya, the ideas of complex systems thinking are starting to be used to make foreign aid
more relevant, more appropriate, and more catalytic.

Aid on the Edge of Chaos argues that such ideas and approaches should play a vital part of the
transformation of aid. Aid should move from being an imperfect post-World War II global resource transfer
system, to a new form of global cooperation that is truly fit for the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Valenzuela:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever they
consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Aid on the Edge of Chaos: Rethinking International
Cooperation in a Complex World.

Michael Bradley:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that
question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Aid on the Edge of
Chaos: Rethinking International Cooperation in a Complex World to read.

Linda Banks:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Aid on the Edge of Chaos:
Rethinking International Cooperation in a Complex World that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Aid on the Edge of Chaos:
Rethinking International Cooperation in a Complex World become your own personal starter.

Yvonne Webb:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Aid on the Edge of Chaos: Rethinking International
Cooperation in a Complex World why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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