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Leonard Arrington is considered by many the foremost twentieth-century historian of Mormonism. He
played a key role in establishing the Western History Association and the Mormon History Association, and
more than a half-century after its publication, his revised doctoral dissertation, Great Basin Kingdom: An
Economic History of the Latter-day Saints 1830-1900, remains a standard. But Arrington’s career was not
without controversy. Gregory Prince takes an in-depth look at this respected historian and, in telling
Arrington’s story, gives readers insight into the workings of the LDS Church in the late twentieth century.

In 1972, during a major reorganization of the LDS Church, Arrington was asked to serve as the official
church historian, thereby becoming the first—and thus far the only—professional historian to hold that title.
He immediately set out to professionalize the entire Church History Division and open its extensive archives
to scholarly researching. While the output of and from that division moved Mormon studies to a new level,
the shift of historiography from faith promotion ecclesiastical, to scholarly and professional research and
analysis was unacceptable to a handful of powerful senior apostles. In 1980 the History Division was
disassembled and moved to Brigham Young University. That led to a shift in the professionalization of the
Church History Division and Archives and in Arrington’s career but not to a loss of his broad influence.

This biography is the first to draw upon the remarkable Arrington diaries (over 20,000 pages); it is
supplemented by the author’s interviews of more than 100 people who knew or worked with Arrington. The
book is of additional significance given continuing battles between the LDS Church and scholars, which
frequently gains national attention because of excommunications of prominent intellectuals. 
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Reyes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Leonard Arrington and the Writing of Mormon History. Try to face
the book Leonard Arrington and the Writing of Mormon History as your pal. It means that it can to be your
friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Charlsie Sprouse:

The book Leonard Arrington and the Writing of Mormon History can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
Leonard Arrington and the Writing of Mormon History? Several of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share
all of these. Book Leonard Arrington and the Writing of Mormon History has simple shape but you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So
it is very wonderful.

Faye Bolin:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this
Leonard Arrington and the Writing of Mormon History.

Jesus Rhode:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Leonard Arrington and the Writing of Mormon History can
give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Leonard Arrington and the Writing of Mormon
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