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Perestroika and the end of the Soviet Union transformed every aspect of life in Russia, and as hope began to
give way to pessimism, popular culture came to reflect the anxiety and despair felt by more and more
Russians. Free from censorship for the first time in Russia's history, the popular culture industry (publishing,
film, and television) began to disseminate works that featured increasingly explicit images and descriptions
of sex and violence.

In Overkill, Eliot Borenstein explores this lurid and often-disturbing cultural landscape in close, imaginative
readings of such works as You're Just a Slut, My Dear! (Ty prosto shliukha, dorogaia!), a novel about sexual
slavery and illegal organ harvesting; the Nympho trilogy of books featuring a Chechen-fighting sex addict;
and the Mad Dog and Antikiller series of books and films recounting, respectively, the exploits of the
Russian Rambo and an assassin killing in the cause of justice. Borenstein argues that the popular cultural
products consumed in the post-perestroika era were more than just diversions; they allowed Russians to
indulge their despair over economic woes and everyday threats. At the same time, they built a notion of
nationalism or heroism that could be maintained even under the most miserable of social conditions, when
consumers felt most powerless.

For Borenstein, the myriad depictions of deviance in pornographic and also crime fiction, with their patently
excessive and appalling details of social and moral decay, represented the popular culture industry's response
to the otherwise unimaginable scale of Russia's national collapse. "The full sense of collapse," he writes,
"required a panoptic view that only the media and culture industry were eager to provide, amalgamating
national collapse into one master narrative that would then be readily available to most individuals as a
framework for understanding their own suffering and their own fears."
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From reader reviews:

Jim May:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Overkill: Sex and Violence in
Contemporary Russian Popular Culture (Culture and Society after Socialism) will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which
open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Jerry Goble:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Overkill: Sex and Violence
in Contemporary Russian Popular Culture (Culture and Society after Socialism). All type of book is it
possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Linda Gabriel:

Beside this Overkill: Sex and Violence in Contemporary Russian Popular Culture (Culture and Society after
Socialism) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Overkill: Sex and Violence in
Contemporary Russian Popular Culture (Culture and Society after Socialism) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition
to read it from at this point!

Barry Trusty:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Overkill: Sex and Violence in Contemporary Russian Popular Culture
(Culture and Society after Socialism) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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