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The spectacular growth in the 1970s and 1980s of the Marxist literature on politics and the state in capitalist
society was hailed at the time as cumulative proof of Marxism's success in producing an effective theory of
the political superstructure. More generally, it was seen as confirmation of the health and vigor of Marxist
theory. Axel van den Berg questions both of these claims. Through comprehensive analysis of Marxist
thought on bourgeois politics and the state, from that produced by Marx himself on, van den Berg radically
challenges the viability of a distinctly Marxist theory of the state and of recent Marxist theorizing in general.

In an exhaustive review of the literature, van den Berg shows that neo-Marxist theories are, for the most part,
not empirically testable. To the extent that it is possible to draw any empirical implications from these
theories at all, such implications are virtually indistinguishable from those of "bourgeois" theories. Van den
Berg proceeds to lay bare the contradiction at the heart of Marxist theory in general: it presupposes the
viability and desirability of some ideal socialist society yet its "anti-utopian" insistence that all criticisms of
capitalism must rest on foundations immanent in capitalism itself prohibits any open discussion of such a
utopia. Now available in paperback, this is a fundamental work for political and social theorists.

"This work is brilliant in its polemical courage, its originality, and its detailed and revealing examination of
texts. Van den Berg demonstrates that postwar Marxist political theory and sociology is not only vague and
contradictory but that it actually makes critical concessions to the bourgeois thought' it claims to surpass.
Appearing in the midst of afar-reaching reconsideration of the Marxism project in Europe, this volume
crystallizes these issues for North American social science..."--Jeffrey Alexander, University of California,
Los Angeles.

"Van den Berg has made a major contribution to the long overdue relegation of Marxism to the museum of
nineteenth-century ideological antiquities."--Dennis Wrong, Contemporary Sociology.

Axel van den Berg is a Dutch-Canadian professor of sociology at McGill University in Montreal. His most
recent work is The Social Sciences and Rationality.
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From reader reviews:

Ignacio Lewis:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for all of us. The book The Immanent Utopia: From Marxism on the State to the State of
Marxism has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information.
It is very advantages for you. The publication The Immanent Utopia: From Marxism on the State to the State
of Marxism is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all
the book The Immanent Utopia: From Marxism on the State to the State of Marxism. You never experience
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Zoe Harris:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
sense happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The Immanent Utopia:
From Marxism on the State to the State of Marxism is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

John Razo:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a guide. The book The Immanent Utopia: From Marxism on the State to the State of
Marxism it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book features high quality.

Michael Santiago:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as



well as soon. The The Immanent Utopia: From Marxism on the State to the State of Marxism provide you
with a new experience in reading through a book.
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