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The rise and fall of the Venetian empire stands unrivaled for drama, intrigue, and sheer opulent majesty. In
City of Fortune, Roger Crowley, acclaimed historian and New York Times bestselling author of Empires of
the Sea, applies his narrative skill to chronicling the astounding five-hundred-year voyage of Venice to the
pinnacle of power.
 
Tracing the full arc of the Venetian imperial saga for the first time, City of Fortune is framed around two of
the great collisions of world history: the ill-fated Fourth Crusade, which culminated in the sacking of
Constantinople and the carve-up of the Byzantine Empire in 1204, and the Ottoman-Venetian War of
1499–1503, which saw the Ottoman Turks supplant the Venetians as the preeminent naval power in the
Mediterranean. In between were three centuries of Venetian maritime dominance—years of plunder and
plague, conquest and piracy—during which a tiny city of “lagoon dwellers” grew into the richest place on
earth.
 
Drawing on firsthand accounts of pitched sea battles, skillful negotiations, and diplomatic maneuvers,
Crowley paints a vivid picture of this avaricious, enterprising people and the bountiful lands that came under
their dominion. Defiant of emperors, indifferent to popes, the Venetians saw themselves as reluctant
freebooters, compelled to take to the open seas “because we cannot live otherwise and know not how except
by trade.” From the opening of the spice routes to the clash between Christianity and Islam, Venice played a
leading role in the defining conflicts of its time—the reverberations of which are still being felt today. Only
an author with Roger Crowley’s deep knowledge of post-Crusade history could put these iconic events into
their proper context.
 
Epic in scope, magisterial in its understanding of the period, City of Fortune is narrative history at its most
engrossing.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Burton:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled City of Fortune: How
Venice Ruled the Seas? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other
opinion?

Hugo Mann:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this City of Fortune: How Venice
Ruled the Seas book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

James Robinson:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas can make you experience
more interested to read.

Christopher Gobert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the
Seas.
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