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Since the end of legal segregation in schools, most research on educational inequality has focused on
economic and other structural obstacles to the academic achievement of disadvantaged groups. But in
Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities, a distinguished group of psychologists and social scientists
argue that stereotypes about the academic potential of some minority groups remain a significant barrier to
their achievement. This groundbreaking volume examines how low institutional and cultural expectations of
minorities hinder their academic success, how these stereotypes are perpetuated, and the ways that minority
students attempt to empower themselves by redefining their identities.

The contributors to Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities explore issues of ethnic identity and
educational inequality from a broad range of disciplinary perspectives, drawing on historical analyses,
social-psychological experiments, interviews, and observation. Meagan Patterson and Rebecca Bigler show
that when teachers label or segregate students according to social categories (even in subtle ways), students
are more likely to rank and stereotype one another, so educators must pay attention to the implicit or
unintentional ways that they emphasize group differences. Many of the contributors contest John Ogbu’s
theory that African Americans have developed an “oppositional culture” that devalues academic effort as a
form of “acting white.” Daphna Oyserman and Daniel Brickman, in their study of black and Latino youth,
find evidence that strong identification with their ethnic group is actually associated with higher academic
motivation among minority youth. Yet, as Julie Garcia and Jennifer Crocker find in a study of African-
American female college students, the desire to disprove negative stereotypes about race and gender can lead
to anxiety, low self-esteem, and excessive, self-defeating levels of effort, which impede learning and
academic success. The authors call for educational institutions to diffuse these threats to minority students’
identities by emphasizing that intelligence is a malleable rather than a fixed trait.

Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities reveals the many hidden ways that educational opportunities
are denied to some social groups. At the same time, this probing and wide-ranging anthology provides a
fresh perspective on the creative ways that these groups challenge stereotypes and attempt to participate fully
in the educational system.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Calderon:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you that Contesting Stereotypes and Creating
Identities: Social Categories, Social Identities, and Educational Participation book as nice and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Mark Bock:

This Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities: Social Categories, Social Identities, and Educational
Participation are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this
Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities: Social Categories, Social Identities, and Educational
Participation can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside
that this Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities: Social Categories, Social Identities, and Educational
Participation giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Natalie Althoff:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities: Social Categories, Social Identities,
and Educational Participation can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short
free time problems.

Richard Mendoza:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Contesting Stereotypes and Creating
Identities: Social Categories, Social Identities, and Educational Participation to make your personal reading
is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Contesting Stereotypes and Creating
Identities: Social Categories, Social Identities, and Educational Participation can to be your friend when



you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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