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The Fetterman Fight ranks among the most crushing defeats suffered by the U.S. Army in the nineteenth-
century West. On December 21, 1866—during Red Cloud’s War (1866–1868)—a well-organized force of
1,500 to 2,000 Oglala Lakota, Northern Cheyenne, and Arapaho warriors annihilated a detachment of
seventy-nine infantry and cavalry soldiers—among them Captain William Judd Fetterman—and two civilian
contractors. With no survivors on the U.S. side, the only eyewitness accounts of the battle came from Lakota
and Cheyenne participants. In Eyewitness to the Fetterman Fight, award-winning historian John H. Monnett
presents these Native views, drawn from previously published sources as well as newly discovered
interviews with Oglala and Cheyenne warriors and leaders.

Supplemented with archaeological evidence, these narratives flesh out historical understanding of Red
Cloud’s War. Climate change in the mid-nineteenth century made the resource-rich Powder River Country in
today’s Wyoming increasingly important to Plains Indians. At the same time, the discovery of gold in
Montana encouraged prospectors to pass through the Powder River region on their way north, and so the
U.S. Army began to construct new forts along the Bozeman Trail. In the resulting conflict, the Lakotas and
Cheyennes defended their hunting ranges and trade routes.

Traditional histories have laid the blame for Fetterman’s 1866 defeat and death on his incompetent
leadership—and thus implied that the Indian alliance succeeded only because of Fetterman’s personal
failings. Monnett’s sources paint another picture. Narratives like those of Miniconjou Lakota warrior White
Bull suggest that Fetterman’s actions were not seen as rash or reprehensible until after the fact. Nor did his
men flee the field in panic. Rather, they fought bravely to the end. The Indians, for their part, used their
knowledge of the terrain to carefully plan and execute an ambush, ensuring them victory.

Critical to understanding the nuances of Plains Indian strategy and tactics, the firsthand narratives in
Eyewitness to the Fetterman Fight reveal the true nature of this Native victory against regular army forces.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Bradshaw:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Eyewitness to the Fetterman
Fight: Indian Views is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Elvia Ecklund:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Eyewitness to the Fetterman Fight: Indian Views book is readable by
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding
Eyewitness to the Fetterman Fight: Indian Views content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So ,
do you still thinking Eyewitness to the Fetterman Fight: Indian Views is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Mary Adamczyk:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Eyewitness to the
Fetterman Fight: Indian Views suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The particular book untitled Eyewitness to the Fetterman Fight: Indian Viewsis one of several books this
everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

David Baker:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Eyewitness to the Fetterman Fight: Indian Views the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get ahead of. The Eyewitness to the Fetterman Fight: Indian Views giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this
era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?
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