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Disease—real or imagined, physical or mental—is a common theme in Western literature and is often a
symbol of modern alienation. In Literary Diseases, a comprehensive analysis of the metaphorical and
symbolic force of disease in modern Italian literature, Gian-Paolo Biasin expands the geography of the
discussion of this important theme. Using as a backdrop the perspective of European experiences of the
previous hundred years, Biasin analyzes the theme of disease as a reflection of certain sociological and
historical phenomena in modern European novels, as a metaphor for the world visions of selected Italian
novelists, and especially as a vehicle for understanding the nature and function of fiction itself.

The core of Biasin’s study is found in his discussion of the works of four major Italian writers. In his
criticism of the novels of Giovanni Verga, who stood at the center of many complex developments in the
nineteenth century, he examines the antecedents of modern Italian prose. He then scrutinizes the works of
Italo Svevo and Luigi Pirandello, who together inaugurated the modern novel in Italy. Of particular interest
is his exploration of their critical use of psychoanalysis and madness climaxed by apocalyptic visions. He
then discusses the prose of Carlo Emilio Gadda, which epitomizes the problems of the avant-garde in its
experimentalism and expressionism.

Biasin utilizes a broad spectrum of critical approaches—from sociology, psychoanalysis, and different trends
in modern French, American, and Italian literary criticism—in shaping his own methodology, which is a
thematic and structural symbolism. He concludes that disease in literature should be considered as a
metaphor for writing (écriture) and as a cognitive instrument that calls into question the anthropocentric
values of Western culture. The book, with its textual comparisons and unusual supporting examples,
constitutes a significant methodological contribution as well as a major survey of modern Italian prose, and
will allow the reader to see traditional landmarks in European fiction in a new light.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Blue:

This Literary Diseases: Theme and Metaphor in the Italian Novel book is not really ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Literary Diseases: Theme and Metaphor in the Italian Novel without
we know teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Literary Diseases: Theme and Metaphor in the Italian Novel can bring if you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This Literary Diseases: Theme and Metaphor in the Italian Novel having excellent arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Zoe Harris:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Literary Diseases:
Theme and Metaphor in the Italian Novel.

Jewell Brundage:

Literary Diseases: Theme and Metaphor in the Italian Novel can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Literary
Diseases: Theme and Metaphor in the Italian Novel but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Felecia Holst:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Literary Diseases: Theme and
Metaphor in the Italian Novel is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It
is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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