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Chinese prose poetry today is engaged with a series of questions that are fundamental to the modern Chinese
language: What is prose? What is it good for? How should it look and sound? Millions of Chinese readers
encounter prose poetry every year, both in the most official of state-sponsored magazines and in the
unorthodox, experimental work of the avant-garde. Recite and Refuse makes the answers to our questions
about prose legible by translating, surveying, and interpreting prose poems, and by studying the people,
politics, and contexts that surround the writing of prose poetry.

Author Nick Admussen argues that unlike most genres, Chinese prose poems lack a distinct size or shape.
Their similarity to other prose is the result of a distinct process in which a prose form is recited with some
kind of meaningful difference—an imitation that refuses to fully resemble its source. This makes prose
poetry a protean, ever-changing group of works, channeling the language of science, journalism, Communist
Party politics, advertisements, and much more. The poems look vastly different as products, but are made
with a similar process. Focusing on the composition process allows Admussen to rewrite the standard history
of prose poetry, finding its origins not in 1918 but in the obedient socialist prose poetry of the 1950s.

Recite and Refuse places the work of state-sponsored writers in mutual relationship to prose poems by
unorthodox and avant-garde poets, from cadre writers like Ke Lan and Guo Feng to the border-crossing
intellectual and poet Liu Zaifu to experimental artists such as Ouyang Jianghe and Xi Chuan. The volume
features never-before seen English translations that range from the representative to the exceptional,
culminating with Ouyang Jianghe’s masterpiece “Hanging Coffin.” Reading across the spectrum enables us
to see the way that artists interact with each other, how they compete and cooperate, and how their
interactions, as well as their creations, continuously reinvent both poetry and prose.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Ratcliff:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
get the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Recite and Refuse: Contemporary
Chinese Prose Poetry as your daily resource information.

Judy Turner:

Recite and Refuse: Contemporary Chinese Prose Poetry can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Recite and Refuse:
Contemporary Chinese Prose Poetry although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Sherrill Height:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
your account is Recite and Refuse: Contemporary Chinese Prose Poetry this publication consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Susan Garrard:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Recite and Refuse: Contemporary Chinese Prose Poetry. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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