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The author of the explosive Atlantic cover story “What ISIS Really Wants” has written the definitive,
electrifying account of the strategy, psychology, and theology driving the Islamic State.

Tens of thousands of men and women have left comfortable, privileged lives to join the Islamic State and kill
for it. To them, its violence is beautiful and holy, and the caliphate a fulfillment of prophecy and the only
place on earth where they can live and die as Muslims.

The Way of the Strangers is an intimate journey into the minds of the Islamic State’s true believers. From the
streets of Cairo to the mosques of London, Wood interviews supporters, recruiters, and sympathizers of the
group. We meet an Egyptian tailor who once made bespoke suits for Paul Newman and now wants to live,
finally, under Shariah; a Japanese convert who believes that the eradication of borders—one of the Islamic
State’s proudest achievements—is a religious imperative; and a charming, garrulous Australian preacher who
translates the group’s sermons and threats into English and is accused of recruiting for the organization. We
also learn about a prodigy of Islamic rhetoric, now stripped of the citizenship of the nation of his birth and
determined to see it drenched in blood. Wood speaks with non–Islamic State Muslim scholars and jihadists,
and explores the group’s idiosyncratic, coherent approach to Islam.

The Islamic State is bent on murder and apocalypse, but its followers find meaning and fellowship in its
utopian dream. Its first caliph, Abu Bakr al Baghdadi, has declared that he is the sole legitimate authority for
Muslims worldwide. The theology, law, and emotional appeal of the Islamic State are key to understanding
it—and predicting what its followers will do next.

Through character study and analysis, Wood provides a clear-eyed look at a movement that has inspired so
many people to abandon or uproot their families. Many seek death—and they will be the terror threat of the
next decade, as they strike back against the countries fighting their caliphate. Just as Lawrence Wright’s The
Looming Tower informed our understanding of Al Qaida, Graeme Wood’s The Way of the Strangers will
shape how we see a new generation of terrorists.

Advance praise for The Way of the Strangers

“Indispensable and gripping . . . Graeme Wood’s quest to understand the Islamic State is a round-the-world
journey to the end of the night. As individuals, the men he encounters are misfits, even losers. But their
millenarian Islamist ideology makes them the most dangerous people on the planet.”—Niall Ferguson,
senior fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, author of The War of the World

“Over the course of its short life, the Islamic State has inspired millions, thousands of whom have rallied to
its cause in search of a glorious death. But why? Are its devotees nothing more than sadists and two-bit
mafiosi for whom religion is a fig leaf and who will fade away in the face of military defeat? In this essential
book, Graeme Wood draws on more than a decade of reporting to demolish these and other comforting
deceptions.”—Reihan Salam, executive editor, National Review

“Graeme Wood is America’s foremost interpreter of ISIS as a world-historical phenomenon. In The Way of
the Strangers, he has given us the definitive work to date on the origins, plans, and meaning of the world’s



most dangerous terrorist organization.”—Jeffrey Goldberg, editor in chief, The Atlantic
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From reader reviews:

William Painter:

This book untitled The Way of the Strangers: Encounters with the Islamic State to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Robert Crawford:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book The Way of the Strangers: Encounters with the Islamic State it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides
high quality.

Loretta Manson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. The Way of the Strangers: Encounters with the Islamic State can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Edwin Ball:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a lot of
information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If you
need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Way of the Strangers: Encounters with the Islamic State offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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