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In Why Fiction?—one of the most important works of narrative theory to come out of France in recent
years—Jean-Marie Schaeffer understands fiction not as a literary genre but, in contrast to all other literary
theorists, as a genre of life. The result is arguably the first systematic refutation of Plato’s polemic against
fiction and a persuasive argument for regarding fiction as having a cognitive function.
 
For Schaeffer fiction includes not only narrative fiction but also children’s games, videos, film, drama,
certain kinds of painting, opera—in short, all the intentional structures arising from shared imaginative
reality. Because video games and cyber-technologies are the new sites of entry for many children into such
an imagined universe, studying these cyber-fictions has become integral to our understanding of fiction.
Through these avenues, Schaeffer also explores the foundations of mimeticism in order to explain the
important effect fiction has on human beings. His work thus establishes fiction as a universal aspect of
human culture and offers a profound and resounding answer to the question: Why fiction?
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Wilkerson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important usually. The book Why Fiction? (Stages) ended up being making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Why
Fiction? (Stages) is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book
Why Fiction? (Stages). You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Scott Hicks:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park. They
actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the guide untitled Why Fiction? (Stages) can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity
to you.

Sheila Whitley:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Why Fiction? (Stages) that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick
Why Fiction? (Stages) become your current starter.

Deanna Thompson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Why Fiction? (Stages) which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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