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Why Hawks Become Doves: Shimon Peres and Foreign Policy Change in Israel Guy Ziv
Investigates how leaders’ personalities shape important foreign policy shifts.

Why do hawkish leaders change course to pursue dovish policies? In Why Hawks Become Doves, Guy Ziv
argues that conventional international relations theory is inadequate for explaining these momentous foreign
policy shifts, because it underestimates the importance of leaders and their personalities. Applying insights
from cognitive psychology, Ziv argues that decision-makers’ cognitive structure—specifically, their levels of
cognitive openness and complexity—is a critical causal variable in determining their propensity to revise
their beliefs and pursue new policies. To illustrate his point, he examines Israeli statesman Shimon Peres.
Beginning his political career as a tough-minded security hawk, Peres emerged as one of the Middle East’s
foremost champions of Israeli-Palestinian peacemaking. Drawing on a vast range of sources, including
interviews with Peres and dozens of other political elites, archival research, biographies, and memoirs, Ziv
finds that Peres’s highly open and complex cognitive structure facilitated a quicker and more profound
dovish shift on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict than his less cognitively open and complex rivals.

“Guy Ziv has written a masterful and intriguing study that breaks new ground in demonstrating the
importance of the individual leader in framing foreign policy. The comparisons of Peres, Rabin, Begin, and
Shamir are extraordinary, and effectively demonstrate the advantages of a leader who has a talent for
adapting to altered conditions and listening to differing perspectives. It’s both an absorbing page-turner and a
stimulating eye-opener.” — Steven L. Spiegel, coauthor of The Peace Puzzle: America’s Quest for Arab-
Israeli Peace, 1989–2011

“Ziv has written a fascinating account of how some leaders (Peres, Rabin, Sharon) are able to shift their
goals and strategies to a less conflictual mode, and how others (Shamir, Begin, Netanyahu) are simply
incapable of doing so. Ziv makes a strong case for the proposition that the cognitive structure of leaders
matters. A turn towards peace requires national leaders who are personally capable of making that turn. Ziv’s
tome is a substantial contribution to the literatures of foreign policy analysis and political psychology, and is
an important read for all who seek a more peaceful world.” — Valerie M. Hudson, author of Foreign Policy
Analysis: Classic and Contemporary Theory
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From reader reviews:

Merideth Davis:

Here thing why this Why Hawks Become Doves: Shimon Peres and Foreign Policy Change in Israel are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of
it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Why Hawks Become Doves: Shimon Peres and Foreign
Policy Change in Israel giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Why Hawks Become Doves: Shimon Peres and Foreign Policy
Change in Israel. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Why Hawks Become Doves: Shimon Peres and Foreign Policy
Change in Israel in e-book can be your alternative.

Thomas Bedwell:

The experience that you get from Why Hawks Become Doves: Shimon Peres and Foreign Policy Change in
Israel is the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Why Hawks Become Doves:
Shimon Peres and Foreign Policy Change in Israel giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having that Why Hawks Become Doves: Shimon Peres and Foreign
Policy Change in Israel instantly.

Jennifer Bedard:

This Why Hawks Become Doves: Shimon Peres and Foreign Policy Change in Israel is great reserve for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can claim
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Why Hawks Become Doves: Shimon Peres and Foreign Policy Change in Israel in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Ryan Fox:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs



or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Why Hawks Become Doves: Shimon Peres
and Foreign Policy Change in Israel can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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