
Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of Reason
(Littman Library of Jewish Civilization)

Seymour Feldman

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=1906764786
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=1906764786
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=1906764786


Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of Reason (Littman
Library of Jewish Civilization)

Seymour Feldman

Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of Reason (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) Seymour
Feldman
Gersonides (1288-1344), known also as Ralbag, was a philosopher of the first rank, as well as an astronomer
and biblical exegete, yet this book - now available in paperback - is the first English-language study of the
significance of his work for Jewish thought. Seymour Feldman, the acclaimed translator of Gersonides' most
important work, The Wars of the Lord - a complete philosophical system and astronomical encyclopedia -
has written a comprehensive picture of Gersonides' philosophy that is both descriptive and evaluative.
Unusual for a Jewish scholar, Gersonides had contacts with several Christian notables and scholars. It is
known that these related to mathematical and astronomical matters; the extent to which these contacts also
influenced his philosophical thought is a matter of some controversy. Unquestionably, however, Gersonides
wrote a veritable library of philosophical, scientific, and exegetical works that testify not only to the range of
his intellectual concerns but also to his attempt to forge a philosophical-scientific synthesis between these
secular sciences and Judaism. Unlike many modern scientists or philosophers, who either scorn religion or
compartmentalize it, he did not see any fundamental discrepancy between the pursuit of truth via reason and
its attainment through divine revelation: there is only one truth, with which both reason and revelation must
agree. As a philosopher-scientist and biblical exegete, Gersonides sought to make this agreement robustly
evident. While philosophical and scientific ideas have progressed since Gersonides' time, his work is still
relevant today, because his attempt to make prophecy and miracles understandable in terms of some
commonly held philosophical or scientific theory is paradigmatic of a religion that is not afraid of reason.
His general principle that reason should function as a 'control' of what we believe has interesting and
important implications for the modern reader. Indeed, some of his basic arguments are favored by many
contemporary thinkers who attempt to incorporate modern science into their religious belief system.
Gersonides was not afraid to make religious beliefs philosophically and scientifically credible; one could say
that he pursued an 'ethics of belief' in that he held that there are constraints to what is believable, especially
in religion. In this respect, he was a precursor of Kant and Hermann Cohen: Judaism is or should be a
religion of reason. *** "An extremely welcome, important, and long-overdue addition to the literature...the
first monograph in English to look at a broad range of Gersonides' philosophical ideas...Feldman does a
terrific job of exposition and philosophical examination." -- Steven Nadler, British Journal for the History of
Philosophy *** "...an enticing overview of the life and thought of one of the greatest and most daring; if not
most controversial medieval Jewish philosophers." -- Ben Rothke, The Times of Israel - The Blogs,
November 2015 [Subject: Jewish Studies, Religious Studies, Philosophy, History]
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

Beside this kind of Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of Reason (Littman Library of Jewish
Civilization) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of
Reason (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from
today!

Bettina Cutler:

You can obtain this Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of Reason (Littman Library of Jewish
Civilization) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge
if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Jesus Gilbert:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of
Reason (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science book, any other book likes Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of Reason (Littman
Library of Jewish Civilization) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.

Rina Reese:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
named of book Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of Reason (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization).
You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and



make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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