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For the 250th anniversary of John Quincy Adams's birth, a landmark new edition of an American
masterpiece: the incomparable self-portrait of a man and his times from the Revolution to the coming
of the Civil War.

The diary of John Quincy Adams is one of the most extraordinary works in American literature. Begun in
1779 at the age of twelve and kept more or less faithfully until his death almost 70 years later, it is both an
unrivaled record of historical events and personalities from the nation's founding to the antebellum era and a
masterpiece of American self-portraiture, tracing the spiritual, literary,
and scientific interests of an exceptionally lively mind. Now, for the 250th anniversary of Adams's birth,
Library of America and historian David Waldstreicher present a two-volume reader's edition based for the
first time on the original manuscript diaries, restoring personal and revealing passages suppressed in earlier
editions.

Volume I begins during the American Revolution, with Adams's first entry, as he prepares to embark on a
perilous wartime voyage to Europe with his father, diplomat John Adams, and records his early impressions
of Franklin and Jefferson and of Paris on the eve of revolution; it details his abbreviated but eventful years of
study at Harvard and his emergence into the world of politics in his own right, as American minister to the
Netherlands and to Prussia, and then as a U. S. senator from Massachusetts; and it reveals a young man at
war with his passions, before finding love with the remarkable Louisa Catherine Johnson. In passages that
form a kind of real-world War and Peace, the diary follows the young married couple to St. Petersburg,
where as U.S. minister Adams is a witness to Napoleon's invasion of Russia. Its account of the negotiations
at Ghent to end the War of 1812, where Adams leads the American delegation, is the perhaps the
most detailed and dramatic picture of a diplomatic confrontation ever recorded. Volume 1 concludes with his
elevation as Secretary of State under James Monroe, as he takes the fore in a fractious cabinet and emerges
as the principal architect of what will become known as the Monroe Doctrine.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Richards:

This book untitled John Quincy Adams: Diaries 1779-1821 (The Library of America) to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Gregory Jager:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book John Quincy Adams: Diaries 1779-1821 (The Library of America) it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Elizabeth Webster:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This John Quincy Adams: Diaries 1779-1821 (The
Library of America) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Marjorie Thompson:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
One of several books in the top listing in your reading list is John Quincy Adams: Diaries 1779-1821 (The
Library of America). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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