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At the heart of today’s fierce political anger over income inequality is a feature of capitalism that Karl Marx
famously obsessed over: the commodification of labor. Most of us think wage-labor economics is at odds
with socialist thinking, but as Martha Lampland explains in this fascinating look at twentieth-century
Hungary, there have been moments when such economics actually flourished under socialist regimes.
Exploring the region’s transition from a capitalist to a socialist system—and the economic science and
practices that endured it—she sheds new light on the two most polarized ideologies of modern history.

            Lampland trains her eye on the scientific claims of modern economic modeling, using Hungary’s
unique vantage point to show how theories, policies, and techniques for commodifying agrarian labor that
were born in the capitalist era were adopted by the socialist regime as a scientifically designed wage system
on cooperative farms. Paying attention to the specific historical circumstances of Hungary, she explores the
ways economists and the abstract notions they traffic in can both shape and be shaped by local conditions,
and she compellingly shows how labor can be commodified in the absence of a labor market. The result is a
unique account of economic thought that unveils hidden but necessary continuities running through the
turbulent twentieth century. 
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From reader reviews:

James Rose:

The experience that you get from The Value of Labor: The Science of Commodification in Hungary, 1920-
1956 is a more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Value of Labor: The Science of
Commodification in Hungary, 1920-1956 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this book
is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
The Value of Labor: The Science of Commodification in Hungary, 1920-1956 instantly.

Cora Blanchette:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be The Value of Labor: The Science of Commodification in Hungary,
1920-1956 why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Lisa Loo:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Value of Labor: The Science
of Commodification in Hungary, 1920-1956 which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

James Cummings:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Value of Labor: The Science of
Commodification in Hungary, 1920-1956 or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created
for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Value of Labor: The Science of Commodification
in Hungary, 1920-1956 to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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