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Fred Halsted's L.A. Plays Itself (1972) was gay porn's first masterpiece: a sexually explicit, autobiographical,
experimental film whose New York screening left even Salvador Dalí repeatedly muttering "new
information for me." Halsted, a self-taught filmmaker, shot the film over a period of three years in a now-
vanished Los Angeles, a city at once rural and sleazy. Although his cultural notoriety at one point equaled
that of Kenneth Anger or Jack Smith, Halsted's star waned in the 1980s with the emergence of a more
commercial gay-porn industry. After the death from AIDS of his long-time partner, lover, spouse (and
tormentor) Joey Yale in 1986, Halsted committed suicide in 1989.In Halsted Plays Himself, acclaimed artist
and filmmaker William E. Jones documents his quest to capture the elusive public and private personas of
Halsted--to zero in on an identity riddled with contradictions. Jones assembles a narrative of a long-gone gay
lifestyle and an extinct Hollywood underground, when independent films were still possible, and the
boundary between experimental and pornographic was not yet established. The book also depicts what
sexual liberation looked like at a volatile point in time--and what it looked like when it collapsed.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Gross:

The ability that you get from Halsted Plays Himself (Semiotext(e) Native Agents) is the more deep you
looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Halsted Plays Himself (Semiotext(e) Native Agents) giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Halsted Plays Himself
(Semiotext(e) Native Agents) instantly.

Jason Ayers:

The guide untitled Halsted Plays Himself (Semiotext(e) Native Agents) is the e-book that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Halsted Plays Himself (Semiotext(e) Native Agents)
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Marion Richey:

Why? Because this Halsted Plays Himself (Semiotext(e) Native Agents) is an unordinary book that the inside
of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content
on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Vanessa Kistler:

Halsted Plays Himself (Semiotext(e) Native Agents) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Halsted Plays
Himself (Semiotext(e) Native Agents) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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