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From about 1740 to 1850, evangelical Protestantism became a major cultural force in virtually all areas of
America. Emerging from this religious movement was a rich vernacular literature of conversion narratives
and spiritual autobiographies—writings in which believers described their own salvation in hopes of
converting others. In The Self and the Sacred, Rodger M. Payne examines these neglected texts in depth,
focusing particularly on what they reveal about notions of selfhood and how those notions were incorporated
into Christian orthodoxy.

As Payne explains, conversion narratives point to a fascinating paradox that became evident among
evangelicals as they were confronted by the disruptions and discontinuities marking their culture’s passage
into modernity. On the one hand, these narratives asserted the traditional Christian values of humility and
self-effacement—an annihilation of the self in the divine. On the other hand, they created a discourse that
allowed one to embrace the modern idea of an autonomous self: only by speaking from personal experience
could a convert testify to the power of God. “Despite protests to the contrary,” Payne writes, “the central
character of any conversion account, spiritual diary, or spiritual autobiography was the convert, not God.”

Using the theology of Jonathan Edwards as a key example, Payne shows how Puritan piety encouraged the
development of autobiographical spiritual narratives. He goes on to explain the ways in which the discourse
of conversion functioned apart from the control of the church and marked the growth of evangelicalism  into
“a discursive community.” Finally, he considers how the language of conversion functioned as a "rhetorical
space" in which believers situated themselves individually within sacred space and time before turning back
to society with a renewed regard for others.  Drawing throughout on the insights of such theorists as Michel
Foucault and Victor Turner, Payne’s penetrating analysis reveals the early conversion accounts as mythic
texts through which the modern self emerged.

The Author: Rodger M. Payne is associate professor of religious studies at Louisiana State University. He is
editor-in-chief of The Journal of Southern Religion, an electronic publication available on the World Wide
Web.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Hager:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to your account is Self & The Sacred: Conversion Autobiography this guide consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Sonia Shipley:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Self & The Sacred: Conversion
Autobiography can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Self & The Sacred: Conversion
Autobiography.

Nancy Figaro:

You may get this Self & The Sacred: Conversion Autobiography by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Charles Smith:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Self & The Sacred: Conversion Autobiography when you essential it?
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