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"The desire to understand magic in any specific cultural context is an intellectual puzzle not only for scholars
but believers." - Jim Baker The Cunning Man's Handbook is a monumental work of phenomenal scope and
scholarship,a comprehensive and challenging exploration of the practices and beliefs of Cunning Folk in
Britain and America between 1550-1900, their heyday. Exploring the social and theological milieu of the
period, the author demonstrates the essentially Christian nature of Cunning practices, presenting an
illuminating discourse on the concept of magic and its perceived methodologies. Operating at the boundaries
of the law and society, between medicine and magic, Cunning men and women occupied a liminal role as
healers, charmers and magicians. Drawing from a huge range of sources, the range of services offered by
Cunning Folk is thoroughly expounded, from divination through astrology and geomancy to dream
interpretation, from charms, spells and curses to conjurations and treasure hunting. As author Jim Baker
states, "The focus here is on the practice of folk magic and divination for access to the preternatural". The
evolution of Cunning practices as a living tradition over a three hundred and fifty year span is explored in
depth, illustrating their practical and contemporary nature. The analogous practices of African-American
conjure and root work are also discussed and offer insights into oral fragments of Cunning practices lost to
history, presenting a compelling example of how modernity modifies tradition. Referencing dozens of
Cunning men and women and their practices, this work offers a unique glimpse into magical history, and the
opportunity for readers to reclaim the practical essence of Cunning Magic.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Freeman:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called The Cunning
Man's Handbook: The Practice of English Folk Magic, 1550-1900? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Cesar Smith:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Cunning Man's Handbook: The Practice of English Folk Magic, 1550-1900 your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Cunning Man's Handbook: The Practice of English Folk
Magic, 1550-1900 giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Chad Wood:

Beside this particular The Cunning Man's Handbook: The Practice of English Folk Magic, 1550-1900 in
your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Cunning Man's Handbook: The Practice of English
Folk Magic, 1550-1900 because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Jan Dixon:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Cunning Man's Handbook:
The Practice of English Folk Magic, 1550-1900 can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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