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Volume XXIX of Studies in Contemporary Jewry takes its title from a joke by Groucho Marx: "I don't want
to belong to any club that will accept me as a member." The line encapsulates one of the most important
characteristics of Jewish humor: the desire to buffer oneself from potentially unsafe or awkward situations,
and thus to achieve social and emotional freedom. By studying the history and development of Jewish
humor, the essays in this volume not only provide nuanced accounts of how Jewish humor can be described
but also make a case for the importance of humor in studying any culture.

A recent survey showed that about four in ten American Jews felt that "having a good sense of humor" was
"an essential part of what being Jewish means to them," on a par with or exceeding caring for Israel,
observing Jewish law, and eating traditional foods. As these essays show, Jewish humor has served many
functions as a form of "insider" speech. It has been used to ridicule; to unite people in the face of their
enemies; to challenge authority; to deride politics and politicians; in America, to ridicule conspicuous
consumption; in Israel, to contrast expectations of political normalcy and bitter reality. However, much of
contemporary Jewish humor is designed not only or even primarily as insider speech. Rather, it rewards all
those who get the punch line.

A Club of Their Own moves beyond general theorizing about the nature of Jewish humor by serving a
smorgasbord of finely grained, historically situated, and contextualized interdisciplinary studies of humor
and its consumption in Jewish life in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Kay Young:

Often the book A Club of Their Own: Jewish Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in
Contemporary Jewry) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style
to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to
you. The book A Club of Their Own: Jewish Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in
Contemporary Jewry) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Marie Guinn:

This A Club of Their Own: Jewish Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in Contemporary
Jewry) is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief
your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this A Club of Their Own: Jewish Humorists and the Contemporary
World (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) can be the light food in your case because the information inside
this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life and knowledge.

William Stone:

You may get this A Club of Their Own: Jewish Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in
Contemporary Jewry) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Donald Barber:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the A Club of Their Own: Jewish Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in



Contemporary Jewry) when you essential it?
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