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Though the Civil War ended in April 1865, the conflict between Unionists and Confederates continued. The
bitterness and rancor resulting from the collapse of the Confederacy spurred an ongoing cycle of hostility
and bloodshed that made the Reconstruction period a violent era of transition. The violence was so pervasive
that the federal government deployed units of the U.S. Army in North Carolina and other southern states to
maintain law and order and protect blacks and Unionists.

Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers and Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina tells the story of the
army's twelve-year occupation of North Carolina, a time of political instability and social unrest. Author
Mark Bradley details the complex interaction between the federal soldiers and the North Carolina civilians
during this tumultuous period. The federal troops attempted an impossible juggling act: protecting the social
and political rights of the newly freed black North Carolinians while conciliating their former enemies, the
ex-Confederates. The officers sought to minimize violence and unrest during the lengthy transition from war
to peace, but they ultimately proved far more successful in promoting sectional reconciliation than in
protecting the freedpeople.

Bradley's exhaustive study examines the military efforts to stabilize the region in the face of opposition from
both ordinary citizens and dangerous outlaws such as the Regulators and the Ku Klux Klan. By 1872, the
widespread, organized violence that had plagued North Carolina since the close of the war had ceased,
enabling the bluecoats and the ex-Confederates to participate in public rituals and social events that served as
symbols of sectional reconciliation. This rapprochement has been largely forgotten, lost amidst the
postbellum barrage of Lost Cause rhetoric, causing many historians to believe that the process of national
reunion did not begin until after Reconstruction. Rectifying this misconception, Bluecoats and Tar Heels
illuminates the U.S. Army's significant role in an understudied aspect of Civil War reconciliation.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Arnett:

This Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers and Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina (New Directions In
Southern History) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Bluecoats and Tar Heels:
Soldiers and Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina (New Directions In Southern History) without we
understand teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become
worry Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers and Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina (New Directions In
Southern History) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers and
Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina (New Directions In Southern History) having good arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Scott Smith:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be read. Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers and Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina (New
Directions In Southern History) can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those
short free time problems.

Cleta Blackwell:

You can get this Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers and Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina (New
Directions In Southern History) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be
your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways
to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Miguel Sherman:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers
and Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina (New Directions In Southern History) to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading



through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the
guide Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers and Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina (New Directions In
Southern History) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of these time.
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