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This is the definitive treatment of the phenomenology of galaxies--a clear and comprehensive volume that
takes full account of the extraordinary recent advances in the field. The book supersedes the classic text
Galactic Astronomy that James Binney wrote with Dimitri Mihalas, and complements Galactic Dynamics by
Binney and Scott Tremaine. It will be invaluable to researchers and is accessible to any student who has a
background in undergraduate physics.

The book draws on observations both of our own galaxy, the Milky Way, and of external galaxies. The two
sources are complementary, since the former tends to be highly detailed but difficult to interpret, while the
latter is typically poorer in quality but conceptually simpler to understand. Binney and Merrifield introduce
all astronomical concepts necessary to understand the properties of galaxies, including coordinate systems,
magnitudes and colors, the phenomenology of stars, the theory of stellar and chemical evolution, and the
measurement of astronomical distances. The book's core covers the phenomenology of external galaxies, star
clusters in the Milky Way, the interstellar media of external galaxies, gas in the Milky Way, the structure and
kinematics of the stellar components of the Milky Way, and the kinematics of external galaxies.

Throughout, the book emphasizes the observational basis for current understanding of galactic astronomy,
with references to the original literature. Offering both new information and a comprehensive view of its
subject, it will be an indispensable source for professionals, as well as for graduate students and advanced
undergraduates.
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From reader reviews:

Terra Runyan:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Galactic Astronomy (Princeton Series in
Astrophysics). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important some sort of book Galactic Astronomy (Princeton Series in Astrophysics). You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's learn.

Patricia Welling:

The ability that you get from Galactic Astronomy (Princeton Series in Astrophysics) is the more deep you
digging the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but Galactic Astronomy (Princeton Series in Astrophysics) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Galactic Astronomy
(Princeton Series in Astrophysics) instantly.

Jean Cunningham:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Galactic Astronomy (Princeton Series in Astrophysics), it is possible to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Donald Rivera:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their



expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Galactic Astronomy (Princeton Series in Astrophysics).
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