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A panoramic overview of biotechnologies that can endlessly boost human capabilities and the drastic
changes these “superhuman” traits could trigger
 
Biotechnology is moving fast. In the coming decades, advanced pharmaceuticals, bioelectronics, and genetic
interventions will be used not only to heal the sick but to boost human physical and mental performance to
unprecedented levels. People will have access to pills that make them stronger and faster, informatic devices
will interface seamlessly with the human brain, and epigenetic modification may allow people to reshape
their own physical and mental identities at will.

Until recently, such major technological watersheds—like the development of metal tools or the
industrialization of manufacturing—came about incrementally over centuries or longer. People and social
systems had time to adapt: they gradually developed new values, norms, and habits to accommodate the
transformed material conditions. But contemporary society is dangerously unprepared for the dramatic
changes it is about to experience down this road on which it is already advancing at an accelerating pace.

The results will no doubt be mixed. People will live longer, healthier lives, will fine-tune their own thought
processes, and will generate staggeringly complex and subtle forms of knowledge and insight. But these
technologies also threaten to widen the rift between rich and poor, to generate new forms of social and
economic division, and to force people to engage in constant cycles of upgrades and boosts merely to keep
up. Individuals who boost their traits beyond a certain threshold may acquire such extreme capabilities that
they will no longer be recognized as unambiguously human.

In this important and timely book, prize-winning historian Michael Bess provides a clear, nontechnical
overview of cutting-edge biotechnology and paints a vivid portrait of a near-future society in which
bioenhancement has become a part of everyday life. He surveys the ethical questions raised by the
enhancement enterprise and explores the space for human agency in dealing with the challenges that these
technologies will present.

Headed your way over the coming decades: new biotechnologies that can powerfully alter your body
and mind.

The possibilities are tantalizing:

• Rejuvenation therapies offering much longer lives (160 and even beyond) in full vigor and mental acuity
• Cognitive enhancement through chemical or bioelectronic means (the rough equivalent of doubling or
tripling IQ scores)
• Epigenetic tools for altering some of your genetically influenced traits at any point in your lifetime (body
shape, athletic ability, intelligence, personality)
• Bioelectronic devices for modulating your own brain processes, including your “pleasure centers” (a
potentially non-stop high)
• Direct control of machines by thought, and perhaps direct communication with other people, brain-to-brain



(a new dimension of sharing and intimacy)

But some of the potential consequences are also alarming:

• A growing rift between the biologically enhanced and those who can’t afford such modifications
• A constant cycle of upgrades and boosts as the bar of “normal” rises ever higher—“Humans 95, Humans
XP, Humans 8”
• The fragmentation of humankind into rival “bioenhancement clusters”
• A gradually blurring boundary between “person” and “product”
• Extreme forms of self-modification, with some individuals no longer recognized as unambiguously human

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Davis:

This Our Grandchildren Redesigned: Life in the Bioengineered Society of the Near Future book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This specific Our Grandchildren Redesigned: Life in the
Bioengineered Society of the Near Future without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Our Grandchildren Redesigned: Life in the
Bioengineered Society of the Near Future can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Our Grandchildren Redesigned: Life in the Bioengineered Society of the Near Future having good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Nicolas Olsen:

Here thing why this kind of Our Grandchildren Redesigned: Life in the Bioengineered Society of the Near
Future are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Our
Grandchildren Redesigned: Life in the Bioengineered Society of the Near Future giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with
Our Grandchildren Redesigned: Life in the Bioengineered Society of the Near Future. It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Our Grandchildren
Redesigned: Life in the Bioengineered Society of the Near Future in e-book can be your alternative.

Martha Dixon:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. Our Grandchildren Redesigned: Life in the Bioengineered Society of the
Near Future can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Dina Hirsch:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. With the book Our Grandchildren Redesigned: Life in the Bioengineered Society of the Near



Future we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read
a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your
life at this book Our Grandchildren Redesigned: Life in the Bioengineered Society of the Near Future. You
can more inviting than now.
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