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Since 20 December 2001 - the date which marked the authorization of the International Security Assistance
Force (ISAF) to assist the Afghan Government - hundreds of thousands of coalition soldiers from around 50
different states have physically been and served in Afghanistan. Roughly 20 rotation periods have been
experienced; billions of US dollars have been spent; and almost 3,500 coalition soldiers and 7,400 Afghani
security personnel have fallen for Afghanistan. In this badly-managed success story, the true determiner of
both tactical outcomes on the ground and strategic results was always the tribal and rural parts of Muslim-
populated Afghanistan. Although there has emerged a vast literature on counterinsurgency theories and
tactics, we still lack reliable information about the motivations and aspirations of the residents of Tribalised
Rural Muslim Environments (TRMEs) that make up most of Afghanistan.

The aim of this book is to describe some on-the-ground problems of counterinsurgency (COIN) efforts in
TRMEs - specifically in rural Afghanistan - and then to propose how these efforts might be improved. Along
the way, it will be necessary to challenge many current assumptions about the conduct of counterinsurgency
in Afghanistan. Most generally, the book will show how counterinsurgency succeeds or fails at the local
level (at the level of tactical decisions by small-unit leaders) and that these decisions cannot be successful
without understanding the culture and perspective of those who live in TRMEs.

Although engaging issues of culture, the author is not an anthropologist or an academic of any kind. He is a
Muslim who spent his childhood in a TRME - a remote village in Turkey - and he offers his observations on
the basis of 15 years' worth of field experience as a Turkish Special Forces officer serving in rural Iraq,
Turkey, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Afghanistan. Cultures in these areas are not the same, but there are
sufficient similarities to suggest some overall characteristics of TRMEs and some general problems of COIN
efforts in these environments. In summary, this book not only challenges some of the fundamentals of
traditional counterinsurgency wisdom and emphasizes the importance of the tactical level - a rarely-studied
field from the COIN perspective - but also blends the firsthand field experiences of the author with deep
analyses. In this sense, it is not solely an autobiography, but something much more.
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From reader reviews:

Marguerite Boutte:

This What Went Wrong in Afghanistan?: Understanding Counter-insurgency Efforts in Tribalized Rural and
Muslim Environments (Wolverhampton Military Studies) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
particular What Went Wrong in Afghanistan?: Understanding Counter-insurgency Efforts in Tribalized Rural
and Muslim Environments (Wolverhampton Military Studies) without we recognize teach the one who
studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry What Went Wrong in
Afghanistan?: Understanding Counter-insurgency Efforts in Tribalized Rural and Muslim Environments
(Wolverhampton Military Studies) can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
What Went Wrong in Afghanistan?: Understanding Counter-insurgency Efforts in Tribalized Rural and
Muslim Environments (Wolverhampton Military Studies) having great arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Peter Barba:

The reserve untitled What Went Wrong in Afghanistan?: Understanding Counter-insurgency Efforts in
Tribalized Rural and Muslim Environments (Wolverhampton Military Studies) is the reserve that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of What Went Wrong in Afghanistan?: Understanding
Counter-insurgency Efforts in Tribalized Rural and Muslim Environments (Wolverhampton Military
Studies) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Vikki Maynard:

The e-book with title What Went Wrong in Afghanistan?: Understanding Counter-insurgency Efforts in
Tribalized Rural and Muslim Environments (Wolverhampton Military Studies) has lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

John Starr:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them



family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book What Went Wrong in Afghanistan?: Understanding
Counter-insurgency Efforts in Tribalized Rural and Muslim Environments (Wolverhampton Military
Studies) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book provides high quality.
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