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In this powerful book, Brook Thomas revisits the contested era of Reconstruction. He evokes literature’s
immediacy to recreate arguments still unresolved today about state versus federal authority, the
government’s role in education, the growing power of banks and corporations, the paternalism of social
welfare, efforts to combat domestic terrorism, and the difficult question of who should rightly inherit the
nation’s past. Literature, Thomas argues, enables us to re-experience how Reconstruction was—and
remains—a moral, economic, and political debate about which world should have emerged after the Civil
War to mark the birth of a new nation.

Drawing on neglected nineteenth-century historiographies and recent scholarship that extends the dates of
Reconstruction in time while stretching its geographic reach beyond the South, The Literature of
Reconstruction uses literary works to trace the complicated interrelations among the era’s forces. Thomas
also explores how these works bring into dialogue competing visions of possible worlds through chapters on
reconciliation, federalism, the Ku Klux Klan, railroads, and inheritance. He contrasts well-known writers,
including W. E. B. Du Bois, Thomas Dixon, and Charles W. Chesnutt, with relatively neglected ones,
including Albion W. Tourgée, María Amparo Ruiz de Burton, and Constance Fenimore Woolson. Some
authors opposed Reconstruction; others supported it; and still others struggled with mixed feelings.

The world Thomas conjures up in this groundbreaking new study is one in which successful remedies to
racial wrongs remain to be imagined.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Gutierrez:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Literature of Reconstruction. All
type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Eric Vegas:

This The Literature of Reconstruction is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who still having little digest in reading this The Literature of Reconstruction can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in
the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

James Snider:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Literature of Reconstruction can give
you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to
be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Literature of Reconstruction.

Ryan Strausbaugh:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Literature of Reconstruction. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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