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With bracing clarity, James Elkins explores why images are taken to be more intricate and hard to describe in
the twentieth century than they had been in any previous century. Why Are Our Pictures Puzzles? uses three
models to understand the kinds of complex meaning that pictures are thought to possess: the affinity between
the meanings of paintings and jigsaw-puzzles; the contemporary interest in ambiguity and 'levels of
meaning'; and the penchant many have to interpret pictures by finding images hidden within them. Elkins
explores a wide variety of examples, from the figures hidden in Renaissance paintings to Salvador Dali's
paranoiac meditations on Millet's Angelus, from Persian miniature paintings to jigsaw-puzzles. He also
examines some of the most vexed works in history, including Watteau's "meaningless" paintings,
Michelangelo's Sistine Ceiling, and Leonardo's Last Supper.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Why are Our Pictures Puzzles?:
On the Modern Origins of Pictorial Complexity. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Ann Gonzalez:

Typically the book Why are Our Pictures Puzzles?: On the Modern Origins of Pictorial Complexity has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Kenneth Cunningham:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be learn.
Why are Our Pictures Puzzles?: On the Modern Origins of Pictorial Complexity can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Herbert Oakley:

Beside this kind of Why are Our Pictures Puzzles?: On the Modern Origins of Pictorial Complexity in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Why are Our Pictures Puzzles?: On the
Modern Origins of Pictorial Complexity because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in
addition to read it from now!
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