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The story of the integration of professional football--the year before Jackie Robinson did the same for
baseball--has been overlooked for too long.

Many know the story of Jackie Robinson integrating major league baseball in 1947. But few know that the
NFL integrated a year earlier, when Kenny Washington stepped on the field for the Los Angeles Rams.
He wasn't the only one. Four men broke pro football's color line in 1946, Kenny Washington and Woody
Strode with the Los Angeles Rams and Bill Willis and Marion Motley with the Cleveland Browns.
Lost Champions traces this history from the early 1930s--when NFL owners first instituted a ban on black
players--through pro football's re-integration, to the 1950 NFL Championship Game, which pitted the Rams
and Browns against each other in a showdown of the most prolific and advanced offenses pro football had
ever seen.
But the battle wasn't just waged on the gridiron. Lost Champions shows how efforts to integrate sports sits
within the often-ignored history of the civil rights movement in the 1940s. The four players faced animosity
and death threats for their role in integration while they and all black Americans were threatened in 1946 by
a spike in lynchings, threat of legal expulsion from their own homes, and segregation all the way down to the
simple act of going to an amusement park for a bit of relaxation.
Finally, Lost Champions explains why these men and their stories have for so long languished in the shadow
of Jackie Robinson, and why they too deserve widespread acclaim for integrating what is arguably the most
popular sport in America.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Louis:

The book Lost Champions: Four Men, Two Teams, and the Breaking of Pro Football's Color Line can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave the best thing like a book Lost Champions: Four Men, Two Teams, and the Breaking of Pro Football's
Color Line? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Lost Champions:
Four Men, Two Teams, and the Breaking of Pro Football's Color Line has simple shape but you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Elizabeth Sherer:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled Lost Champions: Four Men, Two Teams, and the Breaking of Pro Football's
Color Line can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Mary Ruch:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely Lost Champions: Four Men, Two Teams, and the Breaking of Pro Football's Color Line.

Evelyn Broderick:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Lost Champions: Four Men, Two Teams, and the Breaking of Pro
Football's Color Line why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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