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In the seventh year of the Second Peloponnesian or 'Archidamian' War the Athenians occupied the
promontory of Pylos on the west coast of the Peloponnese as a counterstroke to Sparta's repeated invasions
of Attica. Over two days of fighting the small garrison beat off the Spartan army and fleet's determined
efforts to dislodge it, and then the returning Athenian fleet won a crushing victory in the nearby waters of
what is now known as Navarino Bay. As a consequence, a contingent of elite Spartan hoplites was stranded
on the island of Sphacteria in the bay just to the south of Pylos for several weeks of inconclusive siege and
blockade operations and an unproductive period of truce. The Athenians had full control of the sea. With the
campaigning season drawing to a close, they finally decided to mount an attack on the island using
unconventional tactics. An amphibious night attack overran the Spartan outpost covering the beaches and
light-armed missile troops landed at daybreak in overwhelming numbers. The Spartans were slowly driven
back to their stronghold at the tip of the island, losing men steadily and never allowed to engage in the hand-
to-hand fighting at which they excelled. They held their final defensive line for a while until, as at
Thermopylae, they found themselves also under attack from the rear. Then, exhausted and out of water, with
their commander dead and his deputy incapacitated by wounds, and a large Spartan army close-by on the
mainland but powerless to help them, the 292 survivors surrendered. This was a huge and surprising blow to
the Spartans' glorious and fearsome reputation, and these prestigious prisoners-of-war served the Athenians
very well as bargaining counters in the diplomatic activity that punctuated the hostilities that continued for
the next four years. The Athenian victory also influenced the future conduct of the war by highlighting the
limitations of the traditional hoplite mindset and tactics, and the battle-winning potential of light-armed
troops, the hoplites' inferiors.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ford:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Pylos and Sphacteria 425 BC: Sparta's island of disaster
(Campaign). Try to the actual book Pylos and Sphacteria 425 BC: Sparta's island of disaster (Campaign) as
your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Todd James:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Pylos and Sphacteria 425 BC: Sparta's island of disaster
(Campaign). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book Pylos and Sphacteria 425 BC: Sparta's island of disaster (Campaign). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well
as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Joseph Moody:

This book untitled Pylos and Sphacteria 425 BC: Sparta's island of disaster (Campaign) to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Danna Bullock:

The reserve with title Pylos and Sphacteria 425 BC: Sparta's island of disaster (Campaign) contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.
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