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In 1953, the Fathers of the Church series published selected sermons of St. Peter Chrysologus (ca. 406-50),
Archbishop of Ravenna and Doctor of the Church, thereby making thirty percent of his authentic sermons
available to an English-speaking audience. With the publication of this volume all of Chrysologus's authentic
sermons up to number 72 are now available in English. The sermons offer readers a glimpse into the daily
life, religious debates, political milieu, and Christian belief and practice in the second quarter of fifth-century
Ravenna.

Chrysologus preached and served as bishop at a time when the seat of the western Roman Empire was
located in Ravenna. His career as bishop bridged the closing years of Augustine's episcopate in North Africa
and the early years of Pope Leo the Great's pontificate in Rome. His sermons attest to his relations with the
ruler of the state, the Empress Galla Placidia, as well as his familiarity with some of the significant
theological controversies of the day. His chief importance, however, was not as an outstanding theologian,
but as a shepherd who ruled his flock and preached well to its members. Loyally orthodox, he urged them to
practice Christian virtues. He was concerned with their moral rectitude and spiritual growth, their
understanding of the basic tenets of the Christian faith, their reverence and love for God, and their immersion
in the Scriptures.

Chrysologus's sermons are relatively brief in length, at least according to patristic standards, and he
combines colloquial speech with a highly rhetorical flourish. The imagery that he employs indicates how
attuned he was to the experiences of his congregation, how enamored he was of the beauty of the countryside
or seashore, and how thoroughly imbued he was with the letter and the spirit of the Scriptures.

William B. Palardy is Professor of Patristics at St. John's Seminary School of Theology in Brighton,
Massachusetts.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"This book is in keeping with the masterful writing style that has come to be the hallmark for this
collection....This is truly a delightful book to read." ? Jonathan I. von Kodar, Laval Theologique et
Philosophique



"Thanks to these texts we are well informed about the liturgical year in Ravenna and we can admire
Chrysologus' ease in employing the precepts of classical rhetoric to convey his message to his audience. . . .
The importance of these translations is that they will make the sermons available for the English speaking
scholarly world. . . . Palardy's work is timely and will no doubt guarantee the bishop of Ravenna a much
wider hearing." ? Johan Leemans, Ephemerides Theologicae Lovanienses
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From reader reviews:

James Davis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Selected Sermons, Volume 2 (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series).
Try to make book Selected Sermons, Volume 2 (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) as your good friend.
It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

David Smith:

The book Selected Sermons, Volume 2 (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important
thing like a book Selected Sermons, Volume 2 (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series)? A few of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Selected Sermons, Volume 2 (Fathers of the
Church Patristic Series) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Kendrick Mills:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Selected Sermons, Volume 2 (Fathers of
the Church Patristic Series) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Robert Tanaka:

The book Selected Sermons, Volume 2 (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) has a lot associated with on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.
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