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With the second volume of this authoritative study of Tchaikovsky's life and music, we come to the
crucial years that established him among the world's leading composers and almost destroyed him as a
man.

In the opening chapters he approaches the central crisis of his whole existence: his marriage to Antonina
Milyukova. The marriage was a desperate gesture, a hopeless attempt to balance, or at least disguise, his
strongly homosexual nature. But only five days after the wedding he wrote to his brother Anatoly,
"Physically my wife has become totally repugnant to me." David Brown has had access to some of
Tchaikovsky's most revealing letters; they were printed in Russia in 1940, but suppressed before publication,
and in 1979, one of the few surviving copies was smuggled out of the country.

Dr. Brown also provides a fascinating picture of the composer's long and strange relationship with his
benefactress, Mrs. von Meck. By mutual agreement, they never met, yet their friendship produced a
prodigious and often passionately expressed correspondence.

This was the period of some of Tchaikovsky's masterpieces: the first piano concerto, Swan Lake, the fourth
symphony, Eugene Onegin, Francesca de Rimini, and the violin concerto. The book is at least as important a
contribution to musical scholarship as to biography.

As biography, it is steadily absorbing in its portrayal of a man and an artist striving to keep the creative spark
alive, often overcome by melancholy, fleeing from one part of Europe to another, but always breaking
through to new triumphs. Unquestionably, this is going to be the definitive work on Tchaikovsky in English
for many years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Houston Boynton:

The book Tchaikovsky: The Crisis Years, 1874-1878 make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use
to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Tchaikovsky: The Crisis Years, 1874-1878 to
be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a guide
Tchaikovsky: The Crisis Years, 1874-1878. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Loretta Yoder:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. Tchaikovsky: The Crisis Years, 1874-1878 can be your answer because it can be read by an individual
who have those short extra time problems.

Becky Duncan:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Tchaikovsky: The Crisis Years, 1874-1878 offer you a new experience in reading
through a book.

Nancy Byrom:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Tchaikovsky: The Crisis
Years, 1874-1878.
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