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"David Castillo takes us on a tour of some horrific materials that have rarely been considered together. He
sheds a fantastical new light on the baroque."
---Anthony J. Cascardi, University of California Berkeley

"Baroque Horrors is a textual archeologist's dream, scavenged from obscure chronicles, manuals, minor
histories, and lesser-known works of major artists. Castillo finds tales of mutilation, mutation, monstrosity,
murder, and mayhem, and delivers them to us with an inimitable flair for the sensational that nonetheless
rejects sensationalism because it remains so grounded in historical fact."
---William Egginton, Johns Hopkins University

"Baroque Horrors is a major contribution to baroque ideology, as well as an exploration of the grotesque, the
horrible, the fantastic. Castillo organizes his monograph around the motif of curiosity, refuting the belief that
Spain is a country incapable of organized scientific inquiry."
---David Foster, Arizona State University

Baroque Horrors turns the current cultural and political conversation from the familiar narrative patterns and
self-justifying allegories of abjection to a dialogue on the history of our modern fears and their monstrous
offspring. When life and death are severed from nature and history, "reality" and "authenticity" may be
experienced as spectator sports and staged attractions, as in the "real lives" captured by reality TV and the
"authentic cadavers" displayed around the world in the Body Worlds exhibitions. Rather than thinking of
virtual reality and staged authenticity as recent developments of the postmodern age, Castillo looks back to
the Spanish baroque period in search for the roots of the commodification of nature and the horror vacui that
accompanies it. Aimed at specialists, students, and readers of early modern literature and culture in the
Spanish and Anglophone traditions as well as anyone interested in horror fantasy, Baroque Horrors offers
new ways to rethink broad questions of intellectual and political history and relate them to the modern age.

David Castillo is Associate Professor and Director of Graduate Studies in the Department of Romance
Languages and Literatures at the University at Buffalo, SUNY.

Jacket art: Frederick Ruysch's anatomical diorama. Engraving reproduction "drawn from life" by Cornelius
Huyberts. Image from the Zymoglyphic Museum.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Thompson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Baroque Horrors: Roots of the Fantastic in the Age
of Curiosities will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with
you?

Deborah Browning:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Baroque
Horrors: Roots of the Fantastic in the Age of Curiosities is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Barbara Roundtree:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Baroque Horrors: Roots of the
Fantastic in the Age of Curiosities that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Baroque Horrors: Roots of the Fantastic
in the Age of Curiosities become your current starter.

Gary Muldowney:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list will be Baroque Horrors: Roots of the Fantastic in the Age of
Curiosities. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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