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An eye-opening account of time served in the great battles of our century— for workers’ rights, against
Fascism, Communism, and racism—Jumping the Line is the life story of an American original. William
Herrick chronicles his adventures and misadventures on the front lines of the Spanish Civil War, in (and very
much out of) the Communist Party, driving a tractor on a communal farm in Michigan, jumping the line as a
hobo, organizing African American sharecroppers in Georgia, at work with Orson Welles, and immersed in
his own writing.
     Herrick chronicles a life of great conviction and great disillusion. He went to Spain in 1936 to fight
against the Fascists and there witnessed the horrifying acts that Fascists and Communists alike committed,
before he was felled by a near-fatal wound. Here he tells about the life that led him, a working-class Jewish
kid from New York, into the idealism and then the murky politics of this internecine conflict. From the
bloody fight in Spain he takes us to the battlefields of the Communist movement in the U.S., where he found
himself parading up and down the garment district of Manhattan, denouncing his former comrades.
     When Paul Berman interviewed Herrick in the Village Voice in 1986, for the fiftieth anniversary of the
Spanish Civil War, Herrick’s remarks so incensed other veterans of the Abraham Lincoln battalion that they
picketed the paper. What William Herrick has to say doesn’t always go down easily. But for those who like
the truth, with a dash of wit and a healthy dose of history, it can be exhilarating.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

This Jumping the Line: The Adventures and Misadventures of an American Radical (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have
by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Jumping the Line: The Adventures
and Misadventures of an American Radical (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) without we recognize
teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Jumping the
Line: The Adventures and Misadventures of an American Radical (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) can
bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Jumping the Line: The Adventures and Misadventures of an
American Radical (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) having good arrangement in word and also layout,
so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Brian Rankins:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Jumping the Line: The Adventures
and Misadventures of an American Radical (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) book because book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt
in it you may already know.

Susan Gaier:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Jumping the Line: The Adventures and Misadventures of an American
Radical (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Luis Poole:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but



if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Jumping the Line: The Adventures and Misadventures of an American Radical (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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