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A riveting account of ancient Rome’s imperial bodyguard, the select band of soldiers who wielded the
power to make—or destroy—the emperors they served

Founded by Augustus around 27 B.C., the elite Praetorian Guard was tasked with the protection of the
emperor and his family. As the centuries unfolded, however, Praetorian soldiers served not only as protectors
and enforcers but also as powerful political players. Fiercely loyal to some emperors, they vied with others
and ruthlessly toppled those who displeased them, including Caligula, Nero, Pertinax, and many more. Guy
de la Bédoyère provides a compelling first full narrative history of the Praetorians, whose dangerous
ambitions ceased only when Constantine permanently disbanded them.
 
de la Bédoyère introduces Praetorians of all echelons, from prefects and messengers to artillery experts and
executioners. He explores the delicate position of emperors for whom prestige and guile were the only
defenses against bodyguards hungry for power. Folding fascinating details into a broad assessment of the
Praetorian era, the author sheds new light on the wielding of power in the greatest of the ancient world’s
empires.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Kuntz:

The book Praetorian: The Rise and Fall of Rome's Imperial Bodyguard gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Praetorian: The Rise and Fall of Rome's Imperial Bodyguard being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able
to know everything if you like open up and read a book Praetorian: The Rise and Fall of Rome's Imperial
Bodyguard. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this guide?

Tanya Nolan:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the guide untitled Praetorian: The Rise and Fall of Rome's Imperial Bodyguard can be very good
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Glen Bass:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Praetorian: The Rise and Fall of Rome's Imperial Bodyguard this reserve
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Keith Lugo:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified
as of book Praetorian: The Rise and Fall of Rome's Imperial Bodyguard. You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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